17/ 02/ 1999

Penang sheds a bit of its dirty inmage

PENANG, Tues. - The "Pearl of the Orient” which once incurred the ire of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad for being dirty, seenms to
have nade sone progress with cl eanliness, although residents say there is
still plenty of roomfor inprovenent.

Whi | e nost Penang residents claimthe [ evel of cleanliness on the island
has i nproved - thanks to regular efforts of the I ocal authorities - there
is still much to be done, a New Straits Ti nes survey reveal ed.

I sl and Park resident K B. Neoh said it was apparent that steps had been
taken by the nunicipal authorities to ensure that regul ar garbage
collection and clearing of drains were hel pi ng Penang energe cl eaner.

"There has been sone slight inprovenent here since the Prime Mnister
criticised us many years ago. The drains in my nei ghbourhood are cl eaned
regularly and I think we can see this in the fact that flash floods are
not so common t hese days after heavy showers," said the 36-year-old father
of two.

Secretary Bernadette de Souza finds Penang beaches "slightly" cleaner
t hese days, although she finds civic pride |Iacking in Penang peopl e.

"W shoul d realise how beautiful our beaches are and that people cone
fromso far to enjoy them why should we mar this beauty - especially
since this year has been designated Visit Penang Year - by throw ng
garbage into the waterways whi ch ends up washed up onto our shores.

"Peopl e shoul d be nore responsi ble and stop throwi ng plastic itens and
bottles into the sea.”

NST phot ographer Kami| Rahi m saw exactly what de Souza neant when he was
greeted by a sea of garbage swept in by the tide at Jelutong' s Jal an Mohd
Tai b.

Residents in the area claimthey have becone used to the stench
envel oping their hones at high tide and are resigned to the fact that the
garbage floating below their hones on stilts are a permanent feature.

The garbage includes enpty bottles, styrofoam packages, ol d shoes and
plastic bags filled with nore garbage.

Dental officer Dr Elise Mnerasinghe who has just returned to Penang
fromthe US after conpleting her studies, said:

"The | evel of hygiene at hawker stalls has inproved in the past two
years; the floors of these spots appear cleaner and the white caps and
aprons donned by the hawkers seemto give thema better inage."

Dental surgical assistant Halimah I brahimalso finds that eating
establi shnents on the island have inproved in terns of hygi ene, although
nore need to be done.

"Qur hawker stalls and eateries used to be so filthy.

"But now, even the nasi kandar outlets are boasting clean kitchens and
utensils and | think it nay have sonmething to do with the fact that the
heal th authorities are nmaking regul ar checks on such places," she said.

Her coll eague Harris Tan Abdul | ah meanwhil e said the depl orabl e
condition of roads and drains in Lorong Perak needed to be upgraded ow ng
to the massive devel opnent in the area.
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