19/ 09/ 1999
PM Denpbs not our way of expressing grievances

Farush Khan; Joni st on Bangkuai; Joseph Bi ngkasan
TUARAN, Sat. - Denpnstrations are "not our way" of expressing grievances,
said Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad t oday.

The Prime Mnister said this in reponse to questions about
denonstrations held in various States seeking support and sympathy for
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mand the Opposition.

Menbers of Parti Keadil an Nasional today submtted " public nenoranduns'
to Rulers in several States. Tonorrow, a menmorandumwi |l be submitted to
| stana Negara.

"This is typical of the Opposition," Dr Mahathir told a Press conference
at the end of his overnight visit to Sabah.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president and Barisan Nasional chairnan,
said if the BNwanted to, it could organi se denpnstrations "100 tines
bi gger" than those held by the Opposition.

"But we do not resort to such things. It is not the way in Ml aysia ...
to hol d denonstrations at every opportunity."”

He said such people were not fit to contest in the general election, |et
al one formthe Governnent.

On whet her the charge agai nst Repco Hol di ngs Bhd executive chairman Low
Thi am Hock was part of the Governnment's efforts to clean up the corporate
sector, Dr Mahathir said

"Whose friend is he? Is he Anwar's friend? | amvery intrigued by this.
Anwar had no cronies and yet a nobody who is arrested and charged suddenly
becones sonebody who is close to Datuk Seri Anwar. So | think this Low
must be soneone very close to Datuk Seri Anwar."

Low was charged in the Sessions Court in Kuala Lunpur today with
m sl eadi ng the stock market on the price of his company's shares.

On whet her there were probl ens that had possibly del ayed the decision to
call for general election, Dr Mahathir said:

"My opinion is that we (the BN) are given a five-year mandate (to
govern). Elections are costly. Therefore, if it is not necessary, we do
not call for election before the termexpires. W do not decide to have
el ections for fun or on the spur of the noment."

On whet her the good turnout during his trips to the various States had
provided himwith the inpetus to call for the general election, Dr
Mahat hir said he had to assess the situation in the country before
deci di ng.

On the election dry run held by the BN in various parts of the country,
Dr Mahathir said he woul d have to study all the information and feedback
bef ore maki ng any decision related to the el ection

Asked to conmment on his visit to Labuan and Sabah, he said he found the
peopl e supportive of the BN, unlike in the past (when Sabah was under the
opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah governnent) when there were "glumfaces".

Thi s, he said, was because the people knew that the BN Government, which
took over the State administration in 1994, was efficient and could
deliver the goods.

Good support and large turnout, he said, were also evident in all the
other States that he had visited.

In Shah Al am Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan QOmar today
criticised the opposition for using nmosques for their canpai gning and
trying to drag the Sultan into politics.

Mosques were neant strictly for religious activities and the opposition



coul d have used many other places to spread its political nmessage, he
sai d.

"Such actions are inappropriate,” he told a Press conference after
| aunchi ng Sel angor's "~ Know and Love Your Rivers' canpai gn and the Sel angor
Wat er Managenent Board at Section 22, Persiaran Jubli Perak here.

In I poh, Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib described the
Oppostion's attenpt to involve the Rulers in politics as i nmature.

He said they should realise that a denocratic Government and the Rul ers

were two separate entities.
(END)
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