19/ 11/ 1999
PM This isn't toughest election for BN

Nur ai na Samad

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Despite all the hype, the Prine M nister does not
think that the 1999 general election is the toughest yet encountered by
t he Bari san Nasi onal .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said the el ection in 1990 was nore tense
and chal | engi ng.

Citing reasons, Dr Mahathir said that year, about 85,000 Unmmo nenbers
left the party together with several Cabinet Mnisters and Umo suprene
counci | menbers.

"There were very few | eaders of calibre left especially in the suprene
council ... the 1999 election is not challenging," he said inreply to a
question after briefing mass nedia editors on the general election at his
of fice here.

Al so present was Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

Dr Mahat hir was asked whet her he agreed with the belief anong certain
quarters that this election posed a greater chall enge to the Barisan
Nasi onal than that in 1990.

He said the only difference was that this tinme there was a possibility
that riots would take pl ace

"People who will use illegal neans will nake this election different,"
he remarked.

Comparing the 1995 general election, the Prime Mnister said that was
"extraordi nary" because the econonmy was good and there was a | ot of
support fromthe people.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan Nasional chairman, gave the
assurance that the Nov 29 el ection woul d proceed snoot hly al though he
anticipated that certain quarters woul d cause sone trouble especially
during the few days leading to polling day in areas where the Opposition
appears to have a slimchance of w nning.

He al so anticipated attenpts to use thugs to disrupt the Barisan
Nasi onal el ecti on canpai gns.

However, he said, the security forces were ready and capabl e of handling
the situation and would act firmly to prevent any such attenpts.

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition would make all sorts of accusations a
few days before polling to arouse anger anong their supporters agai nst the
Bari san Nasional, including alleging that this el ection was not being
conducted fairly and equitably.

Asked why there was such anticipation of trouble, Dr Mahathir said this
could be linked to the personality in question who often used
denonstrations as an excuse as far back as 1974.

This personality clearly had no respect for the rule of law, he added.

"We think he will again use this," he said, pointing out that creating
m schi ef, denmonstrations and rioting were recent phenonena in the country.

"We used to see these things in other countries ... and this is being
imported into the country."

On the possibility that voters would be di scouraged fromvoting if there
were signs of trouble, Dr Mahathir said he was confident of the police
force's ability to keep the situation under control so that people could
vote without fear.

The Prime M nister was asked several questions on election issues
i ncluding the selection of candi dates, the Cpposition and on the Barisan
Nasi onal 's plans for the future.



Asked on the fate of | eaders associated with former Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Dr Mahathir said their association with
Anwar was not a criterion for selection as candi date.

What woul d be considered would be their attitude and their loyalty to
the party. But loyalty to the party alone was not a criterion not to be
dr opped.

"W will have to drop themjust as we do others who are equally loyal to
the party to give place to new ones."

Asked about the fate of former Semangat 46 nenbers who have been
reconciled with Umo, Dr Mahathir said Umo was not |ooking at their
hi story but their loyalty as well as their willingness to co-operate and
whet her they coul d wi n.

On whet her he thought Pas was a bigger threat than either Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal or DAP, Dr Mahathir said Pas was inclined to rmake things bigger
than they really were to nmake thensel ves happy.

Pas woul d even field candidates in areas where they could not win just
to convince their supporters.

They were prepared to lose their deposits as long as they were visible
i n many constituencies.

On qualities needed to be a Cabinet Mnister, Dr Mahathir said one
shoul d be popular as well as have abilities to carry out the duties as a
M ni ster.

It was not enough to have only one of these, he said, adding that
unfortunately people with the perfect conbination were hard to conme by.

On attenpts to have foreign observers during the election, Dr Mahathir
said Mal aysia was a free and i ndependent country and did not need them

He expressed the hope that "other people" would not attenpt to interfere
in "our donestic affairs"”.

Asked to conmment on the issue of legitimcy of polling raised by the DAP
and acadenician Dr Jomp Kwanme Sundram Dr Mahathir said the process of
voter registration was thorough

He said it needed time for verification and revi ew which could take as
| ong as six nonths.

"If Jonmp was responsible, he should have been a voter a long tine ago

he is conpl ai ning now but before this he did not," he said.

Asked whet her Jonp shoul d continue |lecturing at Universiti Ml aya given
his anti-government sentinents, Dr Mahathir said he should quit and go
into politics.

Refl ecting on his decision to join politics during the early days of his
medi cal career, Dr Mahathir said he made a choice to | eave the civil
service and open a private practice to avoid running foul of the Genera
O ders.

(END)
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