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M SIA WLLING TO LEAD PEACEKEEPI NG FORCE | N TI MOR

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia is willing to | ead the
peacekeeping force in East Tinor if asked by the United Nations, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

"Ml aysi a has al ways taken the viewthat if we are offered an inportant
position... with our background and experience, Ml aysia can do so," he
sai d.

Kual a Lunpur, however, did not wish to pre-enpt the UNin this matter
and would wait for instructions, he told a press conference.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad yesterday called on the
UN to i medi ately set up a proper peacekeeping force in East Tinor in place
of the Australian-led International Force for East Tinor (Interfet).

Dr Mahathir said Interfet, which seeks to maintain order in the
troubled territory, was formed because the UN deci si on- nmaki ng process on
t he peacekeepi ng force was sl ow.

Syed Hami d said Mal aysia was of the viewthat it was inportant to
establish peace in East Tinor to regain the confidence of its people.

"That's why we nust set up the UN peacekeeping force," he said.

The m nister said Mal aysia was prepared to play an inportant role in
the force and was in contact with the UN on this matter

"We are in contact with the UN secretariat in order to determ ne the
formand actual participati on when they (peacekeeping force) are ultimtely
formed," he said.

Mal aysia currently has a 30-nmenber conplenent in Interfet led by a
bri gadi er - gener al

An earlier batch of about 60 Malaysian nmilitary observers and civilian
police was depl oyed to Unanmet (UN Assistance Mssion to East Tinor) prior
to the Aug 30 referendumin which East Ti norese voted overwhel mingly for
i ndependence from| ndonesi a.
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