04/ 07/ 1999

PM Religi ous school s i n Kel antan negl ect ed

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Governnment will | ook for ways to take over
religious schools in Kelantan in the interests of students, Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

He sai d sekol ah agana rakyat (people's religious schools) needed to be
upgraded as they lacked facilities and trai ned teachers.

"This is not good for the devel opnment of children who seek know edge in
religion," he said when asked to comment on the Kel antan Governnent's
reluctance to all ow the Education Mnistry to take over these schools.

"But Pas doesn't care about all this. It wants to use religious schools
to teach children to hate the Governnent, hate the Prime Mnister," Dr
Mahat hir said after a private visit to the Butterfly Farmin Taman Tasi k
Per dana.

He said the Bari san Nasi onal CGovernment was responsible to the people,
and not to Pas.

The Education Mnistry had proposed to take over all people's religious
schools to inprove their facilities and education system

However, Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat said in
Kota Baru | ast Thursday that his Governnment woul d not hand over such
schools as the Mnistry had no experience in running them

Ni k Aziz had said the Mnistry could only take over such schools in
Kelantan if it had nore experience than the State Governnent.

The butterfly garden was opened in 1993 and taken over by KL Butterfly
Garden in 1997. Chief executive C.T. Fong said the conpany planned to
change its name to KL Butterfly Garden to be on par with the Royal
Butterfly Garden in Britain and to nake it the biggest in the world.

I n Pekan, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the
Governnent and Umo had no ulterior notive when they proposed to pl ace
religious schools under the Mnistry.

Naji b, who is Umo vice-president, said the nove was solely to inprove
t he academi c achi evenments of students.

"We are sincere in wanting to ensure majority of the affected 70, 000
students get the opportunity to fully develop their potential. If their
potential is fully tapped, they can nmake i mmense contributions to the
ummah and nation,"” he said.

"We do not see it fromthe political point of view... or narrow
interests |i ke what has been expressed by Datuk N k Aziz.

"At present, there are 55 religious secondary schools and all of them
performbetter than religi ous schools adm nistered by State Governnents."

He said Kol ej |IslamKelang, Sekol ah Menengah Agama Persekutuan in Labu
Negri Senbilan, and a few others were anobng the outstandi ng school s.

"For many years, all Sijil Pelajaran Ml aysi a candi dates fromthese
school s scored Grade One," he said, adding that conpetition for places in
these schools was stiff as many parents wanted to enrol their children
t here.

Naji b said parents were worried with the state of public religious
school s, especially in Kelantan, where they are nmanaged by Yayasan | sl am
Kel ant an.

He said in many such schools, the potential of students was stunted due
to poorly trained teachers. Sone do not even have the SPMcertificate.

Naji b said he had recei ved nessages from Yayasan | sl am Kel antan teachers
that they were keen to serve under the Education Mnistry due to the



better salary schenes and opportunities for pronotion.

The M nistry, he said, would absorb teachers of the public religious
school s.

In Kota Baru, Kelantan Umo chairman Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah | ast ni ght
pl edged to i ntroduce university-style professional nmanagenent for public
Islamic schools if it came to power during the general election.

This was because religious schools in Kelantan had been negl ected by
Pas.

"Umo will run the Islam ¢ schools and pondok like universities to
safeguard the interests of the students, when it comes to power in
Kel antan," he said at a neeting with Umo el ection agents in Kubang
Keri an.
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