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PM More trade links with small nations will be sought

Fadzil Ghazali

MALAYSI A is a trading nation and cannot | eave unexpl ored markets currently
consi dered as non-traditional and places whose nanes are alien to nost

Mal aysi ans.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said this yesterday when
asked about his visits, anmong other places, to two autononmous regions in

t he Russi an Federation, Khabarovsk and Buryati a.

"As a trading nation, Ml aysia needs to find nore trading partners. It
cannot rely too nuch on traditional ones," he told reporters at the Sultan
Abdul Aziz Airport in Subang, Sel angor, yesterday upon his return fromhis
one-week trip.

For this reason, Malaysia will continue to pursue opportunities for

trade links with snall nations all over the world, Dr Mahathir said.

"W shoul d remenber that our relationships with nations of the South at
first were weak and offered little trade opportunities. Now, Malaysia's
bilateral trade with themhas grown to RVMBO billion (in 1998)," he added.

This is a nassive inprovenent fromRM2O billion in 1990. In the first
hal f of 1999, it was RWM4.5 billion.
In this context, the visits were "satisfactory and successful” in terns

of inproving ties with prospective trading partners, the Prinme M nister
sai d.
Dr Mahathir arrived in Khabarovsk in Siberia on August 15, fromwhere he
proceeded to Beijing three days |later to comenorate the visit nade 25
years ago by the late Prine Mnister Tun Abdul Razak which paved the way
for the establishnent of diplomatic relations with China.
H's final stop was U an Ude in Buryatia, where he spent three days.
Buryatia and Khabarovsk are part of the 89-state Russian Federati on.
Mal aysi a cannot dismiss small and far away countries as trading
partners, he said. "At first we nay not see the potential. But if we nake
studies ... gather useful information about the countries, we will find
that we can increase our trade with them™
On his visit to the Siberian region, the Prime Mnister said it augurs
well for Malaysia's relations with Russia.
"The Siberians are friendly people but Siberia s state of devel opnent,
especially in transportation, is still inadequate in terns of inproving
its links with the rest of the world."
I n Khabarovsk, Dr Mahathir had a close look at the state's aircraft
manuf acturing industry and was briefed on its trade and investnment
opportunities. At present, only one Ml aysi an conpany has operations in
Khabar ovsk, a pl ywood manufacturing pl ant.
In Uan Ude, the Prine Mnister toured a helicopter manufacturing
facility. He said Ml aysi a purchased two helicopters but they were not
Buryati an made.
Nevert hel ess, Buryatia has entered into a cooperation pact with
Mal aysia's Airod for the refurbishing of helicopters.
In China, the Prine Mnister nmet with Chinese President Jiang Zenmi n and
Prem er Zhu Rongji on bilateral and international matters.
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