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Plan carefully to prepare students for the digital era

M Zin

WE are noving into a digital econony. The country should prepare itself
towards this era where enphasis should be given to science and

mat hemati cs.

Subj ects that would hel p students in this area should be encouraged.

The use of English | anguage, too, should be encouraged because it is an
"Internetional” and international |anguage.

Effort to encourage nore students to take up science and mat hematics is
nmeani ngl ess if there is no change in the basic structure of the
curriculum

For exanple, there should be a change in the conposition of the
timetable in relation to the allocation of |earning and teaching peri ods.

At the secondary school level, the science el ective subjects have been
reduced and the syll abus has wi dened maki ng the grasp of the subjects
superfi ci al

I think this nove is not sound and counter-productive.

VWhen Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad said there should be
change in the curriculumto prepare our children for the digital era, we
t hought there woul d be an appropriate response to his call. But, when they
came out with the need to | earn Kesusasteraan Mel ayu (Mal ay Literature) we
are baffl ed.

The principal is the nost inportant person in a school. The soul and
energy of the school is influenced by the principal

However, with the introduction of the tine-based and guru-pakar schenes,
the school principal is now earning | ess than those under his supervision
He is relegated and humliated. He is denoralised because he has |ost the
respect of his people.

This has led to a situation where nobody wants to be school heads and
seni or assistants.

In case readers are not fully inforned, the best Bum putera students are
sel ected and sent to about 40 fully-residential science schools.

There are nore than 20,000 of these students nati onw de.

These fully-residential science schools are being managed by a small
adm ni strative unit conprising fewer than five junior mnistry officials.
In contrast, in smaller States |like Perlis, Ml acca and Penang, where
there are fewer schools, the schools are being nanaged by the entire State
Education Department, with a battery of support staff conplete with

directors and section heads.

Al though they are called fully-residential science schools, they are
just like any ordinary school; in fact they do very well in non-science
subj ect s.

At the Sijil Pelajaran Mal aysia level, their performance in science
subj ects and additional mathenmatics is bel ow the average of sonme of the
wel | - known day school s.

For readers' information, "gerontocracy" is currently acceptable in the
Education Mnistry. Thus we see people pronpted to State Educati on
Directors a few nonths before their retirenment. | personally doubt the
wi sdom of this practi ce.

I think we shoul d prepare students for the digitally-based future. To
properly do this, I'"'mof the opinion that directors should have a | onger
"shelf-life" to make them nore accountable to the Mnistry.

Al inall, | think the Mnistry should have nore integrity and act nore



wi sely to gain respect fromthe public.

Integrity here nmeans putting the country first before popularity. There
shoul d be infusion of conpetent and correct people in the Education
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak's circle of advisers.



	Plan carefully to prepare students for the digital era (NST 28/07/1999)

