23/ 08/ 1999

Plan to hel p poor get nedical aid

| POH, Sun. - The Ml aysi an Medi cal Association will propose the setting up
of a non-profit national financing authority to provide healthcare
facilities to the poor and chronically ill.

MMA president Dr P. Krishnan said the plan woul d be included in a
bl ueprint to be subnmitted to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
in Cctober.

Dr Krishnan said MVA's docunent was not a duplicate of the Governnent's
nati onal health policy proposed during the md-termreview of the Seventh
Mal aysi a Pl an.

"We are finalising our proposal,"” he said, adding that discussions wth
trade uni ons, consuners bodi es and prof essional organi sations reveal ed
that they were anenable to the plan.

He said the proposed authority nmust be a non-profit organisation and
answerabl e to the Government.

"This is the only way the poor and chronically ill will have access to
heal thcare facilities," he said after attending the Perak branch MVA
annual dinner at a hotel yesterday.

He said the docunment would also outline other priority areas.

Dr Krishnan said the MVA was agai nst privatisation of government
hospitals but not corporatisation if it was not profit notivated.
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