09/ 06/ 1999
Plan to study nerits of renewabl e energy

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
told an international congress of Malaysia's plan to study the nerits of
addi ng renewabl e energy to the country's current four-fuel strategy.

He said the congress cane at a nost opportune tinme as Mal aysi a assessed
its National Energy Policy towards devel opi ng a nore sustai nabl e nati ona
energy system

"The next five-year devel opnent plan, the Eighth Malaysia Plan, wll
identify appropriate strategies for the devel opnent and utilisation of
renewabl e energy sources as an inmportant conponent of our total energy
m X.

"As a uni que donestic resource, recurring savings fromenergy efficiency
programes will also qualify as renewabl e energy," he said, adding that
currently the success of the four-fuel strategy of oil, gas, hydro and
coal was obvious in the electricity sector as shown in the high growth in
power consunption over the | ast two decades.

Dr Mahathir said this at the opening of the Wrld Renewabl e Energy
Congress 1999 which has the thene "Research, Devel opnent and
Conmrer ci al i sati on of Renewabl e Energy". The congress is being held to
pronote the introduction, diffusion, devel opnment and efficient
appl i cati ons of econonic renewabl e energy technol ogi es.

A total of 329 participants from44 countries are taking part in the
four-day congress being held for the first time in Asia.

WREC ' 99 Mal aysia is organi sed by the Mnistry of Energy, Conmunications
and Multinedia with the co-operation of other public and private agenci es,
uni versities and | ocal non-governnental organisations.

"Admi ttedly, we cannot get sonething for nothing. And so we cannot get
energy wthout paying a price, in ternms of finance and in terns of
envi ronnment al degradation,” he said, adding that the cost could be
reduced, not so much in nonetary terns but in terns of the effect on the
envi ronnent.

"W really cannot blanme the poor fromcutting down tinber to burn for
their energy needs. They cannot be expected to freeze to death or to eat
uncooked food because the rich object to trees being cut and snoke from
wood- burning to pollute the environnent,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said priorities should therefore be right and that if it was felt
that even the poor should not pollute the environnent, then the rich
shoul d be prepared to pay for them

"At the Rro Sutmmit in 1992, we agreed that the rich nust contribute
towards the poor countries in order that they will not cut down their
trees, etc, to develop their countries and their people.

"But as we all know, the contribution is not forthcom ng. Yet their
environmental i sts, particularly their NGOs are relentless in their
condemmati on and action agai nst those who have little choice but to
exploit their few natural resources."

Dr Mahathir said environnent-friendlier gas accounted for nore than 70
per cent of the country's total electricity generation but that too nuch
reliance on gas was obviously not wise in the long term

"W have to fall back on truly renewabl e energy sources |ike hydro," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent had established the Ml aysi a Energy
Centre to pronote and coordi nate concerted efforts anong public and



private sectors to begin pre-conmercialisation denonstration projects to
eval uate the economic viability and ease of inplenmentation of the nore
prom sing renewabl e energy technol ogi es.
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