03/ 11/ 1999
Pl ease | eave us al one (HL)

Ham dah At an

MALACCA, Tues. - The wonman all egedly linked to forner Mal acca Chi ef
M ni ster Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k, which eventually led to his
resignation, has asked to be left al one.

At a Press conference today, Norhayati M Yusof, 20, who was under-age
at the tine she was all eged to have been involved in the "affair", said
she and her husband would Iike to "start anew' and did not want to be
dragged into the |inmelight again.

Her case was nentioned in fornmer Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahims trial |ast week when | eadi ng counsel for the defence,
Chri st opher Fernando, questioned Anwar about Rahim s role in the alleged
conspiracy agai nst him

Anwar had said "the Prine Mnister cane to ny house. He informed ne on
the latest case ... on Rahim s involvenment with an under-age girl." To
anot her question, Anwar said the allegations related to having sex
(statutory rape) with the girl, and corruption.

Nor hayati said she and her husband were hurt by Anwar's testinony | ast
week where he said "Rahi mwas involved with ne when | was an under - age
girl".

She had on Sept 2, 1998, nade a statutory declaration before a
Conmi ssi oner for Caths in Ml acca, stating that she never had sex with
Rahi m at any tine.

At the Press conference today in Ayer Keroh, which was al so attended by
her husband Sul ai man Mohd Ali, 28, she clained the all egations nmade when
she was 15 were fabricated and that she was forced to |lie about the affair
to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and the police in 1994.

She said she was not under pressure fromany party to make the denia
and that she had decided "to tell the truth” on the advice of her husband.

"He feels that only by telling the truth would people stop talking
negative things about us. | hope with this, they will stop tal ki ng about
me and nmy famly."

Her allegations in 1994 forced Rahimto resign as Chief Mnister and
fromall political posts. He was, however, subsequently cleared of the
charges. Attorney-Ceneral Datuk Mhtar Abdullah had in Novenber 1994 said
there was insufficient evidence to charge Rahimin court.

Pl eadi ng that her past be not dragged up again, Norhayati said whatever
she had told the Prime Mnister with regard to the "affair" was not true.

Nor hayati said with the disclosure, she was prepared to face the
consequences, including action by the police for naking a fal se statenent.

She cl ai mred she nade the declarati on because she felt guilty. She al so
spoke of how she was "ki dnapped"” from Mal acca and held for two weeks in
Kual a Lunpur and how she was taught and forced to lie to Dr Mahathir and
the Bukit Aman police.

In her statutory declaration, she said she net Rahimonly to seek
financi al assistance for her studies.

The declaration traced the events leading to the "franme-up". Norhayati
said a teacher by the nane of Zainal wanted to transfer her to Sekol ah
Putri W/l ayah as she was al ways ski ppi ng cl asses. Two weeks before the
transfer, Zainal took her to neet a friend.

"When we reached KL, | was brought to see one Dr Maanor at his clinic in
Jal an Anpang. There, Zainal and Dr Maanor told nme to |ie about Rahi mand
say | had sex with him but | refused."



When asked, she said she did not know the full names of Zainal or Dr
Maanor .

Readi ng fromthe declaration, she said she was forced to stay in the
clinic for two weeks where, she clainmed, she was "brai nwashed” and taught
to fabricate a story of having had sex wi th Rahim

"Ci kgu Zainal took ne to see the PM There were four others (present)
but 1 did not know them Zainal told the PMthat | had sex wi th Rahim
then he | ooked at ne and | said, yes.

"PMrenmained quiet and just listened. After that, he asked the four
persons to investigate the case."

Nor hayati cl ai med she was | ater brought to Bukit Aman by Zainal. "He
forced me to make a report. I was confined to Bukit Aman for 50 days."

Wil e in Bukit Aman, Norhayati clained that her father, grandnother
Pendek Ahmad and her sister visited her. "I told themthat | was forced to
say that | had an affair with Tan Sri. However, my grandnother did not
bel i eve nme."

To defend her, Pendek went on an all-out crusade al ongsi de the DAP. This
led to Kota Mel aka Menber of Parlianment Lim Guan Eng serving a 18-nonth
jail termfor comrtting of fences under the Printing Presses and
Publ i cati ons Act 1984 and the Sedition Act 1948.

Nor hayati said after 50 days, she was sent to Tanman Seri Puteri
rehabilitation centre in Renbau, Negri Senbilan. She was rel eased in 1996
and married Sul ai man | ast year.

When contacted, Rahimsaid the allegations were nade up by "those
peopl e" who wanted to get rid of Dr Mahathir's supporters for their own
political agenda.
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