02/ 05/ 1999

Pl edge to | ook into rubber price woes

JITRA, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today prom sed snal |l hol ders
he will pay particular attention to the | ow rubber price affecting them

The Prime M nister said, however, the people nmust understand that rubber
prices were controlled by the market.

He said at the annual del egates' neeting of the Kubang Pasu Umo
division that he realised the problens of snmall hol ders facing | ow rubber
prices.

He was responding to a call nade during the neeting that the Governnent
take steps to raise the rubber price and that this was bei ng nade an i ssue
by Pas.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Kubang Pasu MP and di vi si on head, said Pas
could only criticise, but would not be to able raise the rubber price as
it was determ ned by the nmarket.

On a call by another del egate that action be taken agai nst governnment
staff who did not support Umo, Dr Mahathir said this would not benefit
the party.

"If we dismss them they will vote for the Opposition and if
transferred, they can vent their anger by spreading their influence in
ot her areas."

He said Umo nenbers shoul d al so refute allegations by the Opposition
that the Government was helping to enrich those in the corporate sector.

"W help corporate people not to enrich them but because a | ot of
peopl e depend on themfor their livelihood. W realise that if corporate
people fail, a lot of people will |ose jobs and the Governnent cannot get
taxes fromthem™

He said the Governnment made efforts to ensure that the wealthy Ml ay
corporate figures did not go bankrupt as it did not want Mal ays to becone
second-cl ass citi zens.

"By criticising efforts to help corporate people, is Pas trying to say
that it did not want the Malays to be rich?

"I hope Pas will openly say it does not want to see weal thy Ml ays.™

He said weal thy Mal ays had been contributing towards useful activities
and projects, including spending a | ot of nmoney on the construction of
nosques.

The RVMb.5 million nosque in Akar Peluru, Al or Star, which he visited
yesterday, for exanple, was al so constructed through the contribution of a
busi nessman.

The RM70 million Islamic arts museumin Kual a Lunmpur, rated as the best
inthe Islamc world, was also built through contributions froma
corporate figure.

Dr Mahathir said he was proud of Ml ays who becane wealthy on their own
efforts, even if they earned much nore than he hinself.

"My income is not even a quarter of what these corporate figures are
earning, but | amvery proud of them"

These corporate figures, he said, had wealth, but never forgot to fulfil
their responsibility to help the poor, pay zakat and gi ve donati ons.

( END)
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