05/ 12/ 1999

PM accepts Sanusi's decision to step down as MB of Kedah

LANGKAW , Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today that he has
accepted Tan Sri Sanusi Junid's decision to decline nom nation as Menteri
Besar.

"I didn't ask him(to step down). Tan Sri Sanusi met ne on Wednesday (in
Langkawi ). He handed ne a letter, asking that he be relieved (of the
post).

"l had a brief discussion with himand heard his reasons why he want ed
towithdraw. And | agreed,"” the Prime Mnister told a Press conference
after touring the Lima '99 exhibition.

Dr Mahathir said he had not decided on a replacenent for Sanusi. "If
there are any applications, you can submt them" he said in |ighter vein.

He agreed with a reporter's question that the election results in Kedah
were a factor in Sanusi's request not to be considered. "Yes, that factor
did exist. He was of the opinion that he did not succeed. That was his
assessnent . "

On his nmeeting with Kedah Assenbl ynen who expressed their wi sh that
Sanusi remain as Menteri Besar, he said it was an "internal matter"”

On Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon's position in Penang, Dr Mahathir said Koh
had not yet handed the letter of appointnent to the Yang di Pertua Negri
"l suppose he will because | have not withdrawn it".

On Gerakan's clains of a nbve to underm ne Koh, Dr Mahathir said:
"That's not ny business". Adding that the Gerakan had retained the Chief
M nister's post, Dr Mahathir said that the BN di scouraged any action that
woul d weaken the coalition

On the resignations of two Gerakan Assenbl ynen, he said he woul d study
the matter carefully but dispelled talk that the MCA had asked for the
Chief Mnister's post.

He al so gave an assurance that his Cabi net would be forned as soon as
possi ble. "As quickly as possible neans five, 10, 15 days".

On First Finance Mnister Tun Daim Zai nuddin's desire to step down as
soon as possi bl e, he quipped; "As soon as possible may be five years, 10

years".
On LimKit Siang's resignati on as DAP secretary-general and subsequent
appoi ntnment as the party's chairman, he said; "As usual ... theatrics!"

( END)
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