20/ 08/ 1999
PM and del egation to nake exploratory visit to Buryatia

Fauziah Ismail in Uan Ude, Buryatia (Russia Federation)

ULAN UDE, Buryatia (Russia Federation), Fri: - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad will arrive here this afternoon for a two-day working
visit described by officials as exploratory in nature especially in areas
of aero-defence technol ogy and busi ness opportunities in the m ning and
ti mber processing sectors.

Dr Mahathir is the first foreign head of Government to visit this

aut ononobus Russian republic. His visit is on the invitation of Buryatia
presi dent Leonid Vassilevich Potapov. Potapov had visited Malaysia in

July.
U an Ude, located in the southeast of Siberia, nestles between Lake
Bai kal - the world's deepest |ake - and the Mongolian border.

Dr Mahathir, who will be arriving fromChina after attending the 25th
anni versary cel ebration of Ml aysia-China relations, will be received by
Pot apov.
The Prime Mnister will be acconpanied by his wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Syed Hamid Al bar and
Def ence M ni ster Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar Mist apha.
Menbers of the private sector del egation include R nmbunan Hijau G oup
managi ng director Tan Sri Tiong H ew King, Airod Sdn Bhd and Aerospace
| ndustry Mal aysi a president Tan Sri Ahmad Johan and Mal aysi an M ni ng
Cor poration executive director Ab Shukor Shahar.
During his visit, Dr Mahathir will visit the Uan Ude Aviation plant and
the Irkutsk Aviation Plant.
Last year, Mal aysi ans bought two Buryatia-nmade M 17 helicopters costing
nmore than RM6O million for the Fire and Rescue Services Departnent.
An Airod del egation also visited the republic | ast year to eval uate the
viability of the proposed aviation centre in Ml aysi a.
During hi visit to Malaysia last July, Potapov had announced t hat
Buryatia planned to set up an aviation centre in Malaysia to market its
helicopters in the region
He said the establishnent of the proposed regional centre was the
republic's top priority project because of its good potential.
Its helicopters have al ready been sold to Sri Lanka, China and several
ot her countries in the South-East Asian region.
The republic's mning, tinber-processing and tourismsectors are al so
areas which of fer Ml aysi an busi nessmen opportunities for investnents.
Figures in 1992 showed that total foreign investnent in Buryatia stands
at just US$22.3 million (US$1 = RM3. 80).
Sone 100 joint ventures with foreign firns have been forned, mainly in
the tinber industry, but only half are currently operating.
Buryatia, situated along the eastern shore of Lake Bai kal, has
substantial deposits of zinc, gold, bentonite, |ead, graphite and marble.
Seventy-two per cent of the republic is forested.
Lake Bai kal, which contains about 20 per cent of the world's fresh water
and the deepest in the world, is Buryatia's forenmost tourist attraction.
The republic expects sonme 1.2 mllion tourists in the future.
Dr Mahathir is expected to visit the Rovesni k Recreation Centre and Ust -
Banguzin Village at the | ake on Sunday before flying hone |ater in the
af t er noon.
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