09 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Cance
PM CANCELS TRI P TO COWONWEALTH SUMM T

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has cancelled his trip to South Africa to attend the Commonweal th
Heads of Governnment Meeting, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid
Al bar.

Syed Hanm d told Bernama this evening he was infornmed about Dr
Mahathir's | ast-m nute decision not to attend the Conmonweal th summt | ust
hours before both of themwere schedul ed to depart for Johannesburg on a
Mal aysia Airlines flight.

He said he was not told reasons for the cancellation but added that he
believed Dr Mahathir had sonme "pressing matters" to attend to at hone.

Syed Hanmid declined to say if the prime mnister's decision to skip the
sunmit was due to intense specul ations that he would call for a snap
general el ection.

"Normal ly if he decides not to attend inportant conferences |like the
Conmmonweal th summit despite telling earlier that he would attend, there are
pressing matters to attend to at hone.

"He has ski pped the Comonweal th summit before and so had ot her
Conmonweal th | eaders. This is not sonmething which is unusual," he said.

Syed Hanid al so said he would represent the prinme mnister at the
summt to be held in Durban from Friday to Monday.

Dr Mahat hir was schedul ed to address the sumrmit of former British
colonies on the opening day to reply to the wel coni ng address by South
Afircan President Thabo Meki .

Queen Elizabeth Il will open the sumit.

Syed Hanid said Dr Mahathir's absence fromthe sunmit should not in any
way be perceived as Malaysia's attitude towards the grouping.

"There are times when | eaders |ike Dr Mahathir could not attend the
summt and this in no way reflects our attitude towards the Commonweal t h.

"All | can say is that the PMhas nmade the decision and there nust be
nmore inportant things that he needs to tackle back hone," he said.

Earlier this evening, Dr Mahathir was in jovial nmood when he visited
the Mnes Golf Resort here to inspect preparations for the star-studded
Wirld Cup Golf championship to be held fromNov 18-21

Anong t hose who have confirnmed com ng for the chanpi onship are Tiger
Whods and Mark O Meara, the two big nanes in US tour circuit now.

Earlier, Bernama reported from Johannesburg that Dr Mahat hir was
scheduled to arrive in the South African city tonorrow to address the
Conmonweal t h Busi ness Forum before attendi ng the Durban summt.

He is anong nore than a dozen Commonweal th | eaders, including South
African President Thabo Mieki and British Prime Mnister Tony Blair, who
are keynote speakers at the three-day business forumwhich began today in
t he excl usive suburbs of Sandton.

Dr Mahathir was to speak on "Maki ng d obal isation Wrk: Measures to
Encour age Commonweal th Trade and | nvestnent Flows" at a di nner tonorrow.
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