11 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Sabah ( Opposi ti on)
PM CAUTI ONS VOTERS AGAI NST OPPGCsI TI ON HATE CAMPAI GN

KOTA KI NABALU, March 11 (Bernama) -- On the eve of polling for the
Sabah el ection, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has appeal ed
to the people of Sabah not to be influenced by the hate canpai gn preached
by opposition parties.

Speaki ng at a press conference at the end of his third visit to Sabah
within a nonth, Dr Mahathir accused Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), Parti |slam
SeMal aysi a (PAS) and Bersekutu of using hate tal ks to get votes.

"This has been the manner in which they have been canpaigning ...they
preached hatred agai nst the federal governnent and agai nst ne.

"I hope Sabahans will not be influenced by the hate canpai gn and
sentinents created by PBS, PAS and Bersekutu as it will not contribute to
their well-being of the people and the state," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who appeared in good spirits before | eaving for Kual a
Lurmpur, said because of their hate canpaign, the opposition parties had
failed to focus on howto inprove the lives of the people and devel op
Sababh.

The prinme mnister again expressed confidence that the Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) woul d be returned to power at the polls.

Bef ore the news conference, Dr Mahathir was in Kudat on an el ection
canmpaign trail for BN candi dates and had to cancel a simlar trip to Ranau
because of bad weat her.

Asked if it had been a very exhaustive canpaign for him he said he
hi nsel f was very much invol ved in the canpai gni ng al though he had passed on
that responsibility to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi .

"But because ny deputy has just taken over the role, | have decided to
hel p hi mout.

"Although | have a lot of work to do, | decided to help himand thus
have been very much invol ved because of the circunstances,"” said Dr
Mahat hi r.

Dr Mahat hir asked the 726, 000-odd voters in the state to re-eval uate
the BN agai nst the opposition parties and decide for thensel ves which woul d
be better for them

"W want to serve the people of Sabah and devel op the state whereas the
opposition could only incite hatred and portray the BN | eaders as 'orang
jahat' (m schievious people),” he said.

The prime mnister also agreed with a journalist's assertion that the
issue in the current Sabah el ection was very much about "devel opnent versus
senti nments".

He al so commented that many ex-PBS | eaders were now in the BN as they
realised that only the BN could deliver its prom ses for the devel opnent of
Sababh.

"They have |l eft the PBS because when they were in the party, they had
found out the PBS was not able to do much for the people of Sabah. They
wer e di sappoi nted and because of that they left," he said.

On constituencies with najority Kadazandusun voters, Dr Mahathir said
many Kadazandusuns had begun to understand and appreciate the BN and t hat
woul d nean | ess votes for PBS, which controlled such seats in all el ections
si nce 1985.

Asked about the "missing RV billion" fromthe Sabah Foundati on which
he hinself first raised in the 1994 state election, Dr Mahathir again said
he was in the dark as to where the nobney had gone to.



"W knew there was a I ot of nobney in the state because of Sabah's
weal th but when the BN took over the reins of government in 1994, there was
no nmoney. \Were has the nobney gone to? This is what we want to know, " he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir also congratul ated all the political parties and their
supporters for the peaceful manner they had been conducting their electora
canpai gns.

He was pl eased that there had been no ugly situations like a
confrontati on between rival supporters nor had anyone been reported beaten
or injured as a result of the intense canpai gning.

He al so said the BN spirit anong the various conmponent parties was
good, citing the case of Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) president Datuk
Yong Teck Lee being present in the north-eastern town of Kudat today to
hel p fell ow BN candi date, Datuk Chong Kah Ki at of the Liberal Denpbcratic
Party (LDP).

The prinme mnister said Umo nenbers were also in all the 48
constituencies to help BN candi dates irrespective of their party
affiliation.

On federal financial allocations to state, Dr Mahathir said Sabah under
an opposition governnment coul d not achieve much even if it was to be given
funds by the federal governnent.

"W will provide noney when we know t he governnent can nmake use of the

nmoney .. but the opposition has never been able to adnminister the state
properly, even if they had noney," he added.
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