20/ 07/ 1999

PM chal l enges Nl k Aziz to prove claimor resign

ALOR STAR, Mon. - The idea that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will not
defend his Kubang Pasu seat in the forthcom ng general election may al arm
some but this is the prospect that the Prime Mnister hinself posed today.

However, there's a catch - Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Aziz N k Mat
has to prove that the Quran contained the profane words used in Datuk
Shahnon Ahmad's controversial political satire Shit.

"If he is brave enough and can show ne that the word is used in the
Quran," Dr Mahathir said, "I will not contest (in the general election)."

"Otherwi se, he should resign fromthe Menteri Besar's post, as
assenbl yman and also retire frompolitics conpletely.”

He was speaki ng to Kampung Ketul villagers in Tunjang, about 30km from
here, during his regular neet-the-people sessionin his Parlianmentary
constituency.

Al so present were his wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali
Informati on M nister and Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob,
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and his wife Puan Sri |nangda Manyam
Keursal a.

Ni k Azi z was reported to have said that |slamdoes not forhbid its
followers fromusing filthy words in sonme circunstances.

Ni k Azi z was al so reported to have sanctioned the use of obscene and
vul gar words used i n Shahnon's novel by saying that the Quran al so
contai ned words that could be regarded as prof ane.

The Umo president said one should not stoop so low as to insult God by
saying that since the Alm ghty used profanities, it was alright for humans
to do the sane.

There was a tendency by sone people to interpret religion to suit their
own purposes because they were politicians seeking the people's support,
he sai d.

"They say things which are conpletely untrue,” he said. "Read the Quran,
read any kitab (religious books)...such filthy words are never used."

( END)
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