11/ 07/ 1999

PM chides Pas for its plan to auction off Putrajaya

CYBERJAYA, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
chi ded Pas for wanting to auction off Putrajaya if the party conmes to
power after the com ng general election.

"I am happy ... (seronokl ah, saya seronok dia nak lelong). It will be
the first tine that Pas will auction a nbsque.

"I hope Fadzil Noor (Pas president, Datuk Fadzil Noor) will bring a bel
and stand in front of the (Putrajaya) nosque and say that the place is
suitable to be turned into a shopping conplex,”" Dr Mahathir said at a
Press conference at the end of a three-day neeting of the Internationa
Advi sory Panel

The Prime M nister was asked to conent on Fadzil's statenent on Pas
auction plan. Fadzil had said other nega projects would be put up for
rent al

On the apostate issue, Dr Mahathir said it was a political ginmmck and
Pas was not sincere in raising the matter.

Fadzil, at a Pas ceranmah near Pontian |ast night, reportedly denied the
auction plan, clainmng the i ssue was bei ng expl oited by what he descri bed
as "BN-control |l ed mass nedia."

Fadzil said: "W will, neverthel ess, dispose of the Prime Mnister's new
of ficial residence. That is for sure."

I n Pekan, Ummo vice president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said by
charging nen RMb and wonen RMR2 to attend a Pas ceramah in Perlis
yesterday, the party had showed that it was willing to do anything to be
in power.

"Actually, there is no benefit in attending Pas tal ks and ceramah as it
is nore geared towards denounci ng others which is against |slam

"W cannot |earn anything by attending the tal ks organi sed by Pas except
on how to curse and denounce others," he said, adding that the people
shoul d not attend the tal ks or ceramah by Pas.

Wanita Umo head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said in Kual a Lunpur
that the fee plan has reveal ed Pas' "true col ours”.

"It shows that even before Pas governs the country, it is already
showing its true colours,” Siti Zaharah said after |aunching a sem nar on
"Under st andi ng Body Language and G oomi ng for the Ri ght Cccasi on" today.

Meanwhi | e, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said Pas had run
out of ideas to fuel its election canpaign and had resorted to basel ess
issues in an effort to gain public synpathy.

He said bringing up non-issues |like wanting to sell Putrajaya to princes
and kings were nerely tactics to play on public synpathy to gain support
for the coming el ection.

"This should not be the way. They (Pas) shoul d be canpai gni ng based on
i ssues connected to the mani festo and rel evant to the progress of the
country," he said after a gotong-royong at Angkasapuri today.

He said the people were wi se enough to realise that nmega projects, |ike
Put yraj aya were cornerstones in attracting foreign investnments and were
for the long termdevel opnent of the country.

He said the Governnent's expenditure on such projects did not nean
financi al setbacks for other mnistries.

"Projects under the Rural Devel opnent Mnistry and others are
progressi ng as schedul ed and have not faced any sl owdown what soever," he
sai d.



Conmrenting on a call by Umo Youth for a debate with Pas over
television, Khalil, who is also Information Mnister, said it may not be
advi sable to have a live debate as the opposition may use the opportunity
for its own agenda.

"I feel that such a debate should be censored and not aired |live as the
opposition could well deviate fromthe topic and hit out at the
Governnent," he said.

He said it would be better for such a debate to be held in a hall and
i ssues which could be aired to the public be given medi a coverage.

On the Istana Kanmpung G amissue in Singapore, he said the | ocal nedia
had no hi dden agenda whatsoever in reporting the issue.

"W respect the sovereignty of Singapore as a nation and Malaysia is in
no way trying to play the big brother role to the Mal ays there," he said.
He said it was natural for Ml aysians, especially the Malays and the
medi a to voi ce synpathy because the two countries are |inked historically

and cul turally.

Asked if any steps would be taken to prevent further interference from
either country on the issue, he said the i ssue should not becone "touchy".

He said there was no special concern anong the | ocal media on the issue
and the reports were nerely part of their nornmal duties.

( END)



	PM chides Pas for its plan to auction off Putrajaya (NST 11/07/1999)

