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By: Ali Mamat

BEI JING Aug 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmed is
confident that the newmllenniumw ||l see w der cooperation between
Mal aysi a and Chi na.

New areas of cooperation could be exploited nore effectively with the
exi stence of the "Joint Statement on Future Bilateral Cooperation
Framewor k" signed by the Foreign Mnisters of both countries on May 31.

The Prime Mnister said this after speaking in Bahasa Mal aysia at a
di nner in conjunction with the 25th anniversary cel ebration of diplomtic
rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and Chi na, here.

The cel ebration which also included various cultural performances from
both countries was organi sed by the Ml aysi a- Chi na and Chi na- Mal aysi a
Fri endshi p Associ ati on.

According to Dr Mahathir, in the initial stages of the diplomatic
rel ati ons, Ml aysi a-Chi na cooperation was restricted to trade.

However, it has now i ncluded i nvest nent, education, tourismand air
servi ces.

He urged both friendship associations to intensify bilateral exchange
programres and visits because these could help both parties to understand
each other better.

China's Vice Prime Mnister Qan Qchen in his speech delivered in
Mandarin said that since 25 years ago, Ml aysia and Chi na had uphel d the
principle of living together peacefully as the basis for bil ateral
rel ations.

He said that besides the people, the | eaders of both countries
frequently exchanged visits to enhance fri endship.

Presi dent Jiang Zenin, for exanple, had visited Malaysia thrice while
Dr Mahat hir had been to China five tinmes.
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