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PM CRI TI CI SES THE OPPGCSI TI ON FOR | NCI TI NG STUDENTS

GURUN, July 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has
expressed regret that the government's efforts to produce nore Mal ays who
are know edgeabl e and wel | -versed in technol ogy have been affected due to
the action of political parties ininstilling hatred for the government
anong students.

The prime mnister said that the opposition parties had distracted the
students fromtheir studies, leading to their poor academ c perfornmance.

"As a result, Mlay students can al nost never be found to performwell
to obtain Cass One and Two because they have been incited to a point that
they cannot study," he said when | aunchi ng the new nodel of the nationa
nmot orcycl e, the BN175, al so known as "Jaguh", at the Motosi kal dan Enjin
Nasi onal (Mbdenas) plant, here, today.

He criticised the opposition for giving priority to their own politica
interest instead of the academ c achi evenents of the Mal ay students.

"They have no intention whatsoever to help pronote academ c excel |l ence
anong the students, just to incite themfor their own political interest,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that there had been cases of opposition | eaders
canpi ng out at the canpuses with students to carry out such activities.

"Alecturer, Sidek Fadzil, in teaching Islamic history, with sarcasm
had |ikened the nation's | eader to that of the Pharaoh. He had stated that
| amthe greatest of all Pharoahs," he said.

The prime mnister said that they had incited the students to becone
ungrateful for the government's efforts in providing themeducation.

As a result of their incitenent, the students participated in street
protests and resorted to viol ence during such denonstrations instead of
st udyi ng.

"To denonstrate, burning rubbish bins, kicking at notocars, people with
no brains could do them There is no need to go to the university," he
sai d.

The prime minister said that the students were only wasting taxpayers
money by such acti ons.

This was because 90 per cent of the cost of study at the universities
was borne by the governnent, he said.

"That is why the government has left politics out of the canpuses so as
not to disturb the students in their studies.

"The opposition parties, instead, teach the students not to be grateful
to the governnent. It seens that it is our right...if others were to form
the government, we will still enjoy the sane benefits," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that students should not allow thenselves to be
instigated by the opposition parties which resorted to actions only for
their own interest.

Speaki ng at a news conference later, Dr Mahathir said that the
government woul d not take action against the |l ecturer concerned as it felt
that the people could nake their own assessnent.

He said that the incitenent of students had spread to all the
universities especially the International Islanic University (l11U).

"The students will be at the losing end, especially those who are
al ready weak in their studies. Due to such incitenment, the students now
have a closed nmind," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the governnent coul d only advise the students and



coul d not nake round the cl ock checks on opposition | eaders canpi ng out at
t he canpuses and breachi ng uni versity regul ati ons.

Such activities at the canpuses becane even worse when |ecturers
t hensel ves condone them he said.

Replying to a question, the prinme mnister said that the people could
determ ne for thensel ves whether or not the |ocal nedia was credible.
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