21 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Chal | enge
PM DARES | NCI TI NG TEACHERS TO STATE STAND OPENLY

JITRA, Cct 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday chal | enged teachers who incite students agai nst the
governnent to cone to the open and state their stand.

"I challenge themto cone before nme and repeat what they told the
students,” he said when performng ground-breaking for four new schools in
Kedah si rmul t aneousl y here.

Dr Mahathir said a handful of teachers have not been inparting
know edge to students but were instead preoccupied with instigating themto
go agai nst the governnent and national | eaders.

"They accuse the government of cruelty and that certain | eaders are
only enriching thenmsel ves...they (the teachers concerned) betray the
pursuit of know edge and are traitors to their race and country.

“In all sincerity, | dare themto appear before ne and declare that
they are the ones who incite the students...but fromwhat | know, they are
just cowards," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the all egations were basel ess, nore so when the world
itself recogni sed Mal aysi a as bei ng anbng t he nore advanced anong
devel opi ng countri es.

"If the governnent is oppressive and the | eaders are corrupt, how can
the country possibly prosper. It'll obviously be wecked. But | ook at what
we have provided for the people, the hospitals, schools, roads and the
l'i ke," he said.

The prime minister said the teachers' instigation was damagi ng in that
the students could no | onger be bothered about pursuing know edge and only
cared about politics instead.

"Even those keen in studying are not spared by the inciting teachers
| eavi ng Mal ay students straggling behind their peers fromthe other
comuni ties whereas in ternms of nunbers we are superior,” he said.

The prime minister said it was pointless for the governnment to provide
schooling facilities if teachers on governnent payroll were not thankful
and incited their students against it instead.

Dr Mahathir al so said the government woul d be spendi ng nore on
devel opnent projects that directly benefited the people despite certain
quarters accusing it of cronyi smwhen Malay contractors were awarded the
pr oj ect s.

"What we do is to keep Malay contractors abreast with fell ow
contractors fromthe other communities in terns of capabilities and this is
inline with the New Economic Policy," he said.

The normal |y undercapitalised and heavily debt-ridden Malay contractors
nonet hel ess deserved to be awarded specific projects which would indirectly
benefit workers and suppliers, he said.

The government did not wish to see a recurrence of what former finance
m ni ster (Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim did by kowtowi ng to the International
Monetary Fund's (I MF) denmand that governnent expenditure be cut by 20 per
cent, he said.

"The governnent sets aside 80 per cent of its operating expenditure for
enol uments and 20 per cent for infrastructural projects for the people.

"To cut expenditure by 20 per cent means no project can be inpl enented
and this is to the detrinent of contractors, the Malay ones in particular,
wor kers and suppliers,” the prine mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said neither could the governnment slash down civil



servants' enoluments nor would it be wise to do so because this could only
i npede economi c recovery.

"The (Anwar's) decision (to cut down expenditure) was not even
discussed in the Cabinet...it's his (Anwar's) unilateral decision," the
prime minister said.

Dr Mahathir said he was saddened that these quarters had m sinforned
out si ders about cronyismto provoke themin criticising the governnent.

"Let themcriticise...we'll continue with our efforts to inprove the
|l ot of the people. We're not out to win praise fromforeigners but |et our
people live in msery,"” the prime mnister said.

The four proposed secondary schools would cost a total of RM36.9
mllion and are part of 40 to be erected nation-wide with an allocation
totalling RML billion.

The Kedah chapter of the Ml aysi an Mal ay Chanber of Conmerce woul d
build the schools in Paya Kemunti ng, Pinang Tunggal, Sungai Lal ang and
Sungai Pasir Kecil.

Kedah Menteri Besar Kedah Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and state Ml ay Chanber
of Commer ce president Baharuddi n Kasi mwere al so present.
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