15 MAY 1999

PM DECLI NES COMMVENT ON RUMOURS ON SABBARUDDI N

SHAH ALAM May 15 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday declined to conment on runours that Umo secretary-general
Dat uk Seri Sabbaruddin Chik, who is also Culture, Arts and Tourism
Mnister, will resign for health reasons.

"You wi Il have to ask him" he said when asked on the matter at a news
conference after launching the Proton Total Research and Devel opnent
Facility, here.

Runours on Sabbaruddin's resignati on have been rife follow ng reports
that his condition is rather serious.
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