16/ 03/ 1999

PM di spel s runours of Sanusi's resignation

DATUK Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad yesterday dispelled runours that Tan Sr
Sanusi Juni d has stepped down as Kedah Menteri Besar.

The Prime Mnister said he was not aware of Sanusi resigning and only
heard about it on tel evision and read about the latter's denial in the
newspapers.

Speaking to reporters after neeting Polish President Al eksander

Kwasni ewski in Kuala Lunpur yesterday, Dr Mahathir al so denied any nove to
change the | eadership in Perlis and ot her northern states of Peninsul ar
Mal aysi a.

"I like todeny ... | don't know. Many specul ations," he said when asked
to coment on Sanusi's statenment on Sunday, denying runmours on the

I nternet that he was resigning.

Asked to confirmwhether the runours arose fromthe appoi ntment of
former Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Gsman Aroff as his personal
representative in Kubang Pasu | ast nonth, Dr Mahathir said Gsnman was
appoi nt ed because of his experience.

"Previously | had no personal respresentative there. | ambusy and need
an experienced person. Osnan has been there as the Umo division deputy
chi ef since |ong ago but he was the Menteri Besar before ... now he is

| onger one and that's why | appointed him" he said.
Dr Mahat hir al so quashed tal ks that Gsman, who is Jitra State
Assenbl yman, was | eani ng towards the opposition since relinquishing the
Menteri Besar's post to Sanusi.
"He is an Umo die-hard. Even if boiled three tines, he will still say
he is Umo," he said.
The Prime M nister also said he regrets that in Mal aysia, the Internet
was used nore for spreading |lies and causing trouble.
"Previously | thought that the Internet woul d bring many benefits. But
now it has becone a favourite channel for spreading lies.
"Wile others used the Internet to increase their know edge, Ml aysi ans
used it to destroy thenselves and their country,” he said.
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