21/ 08/ 1999
PM di sni sses suggestion his China trip is a political ginmck

A. Kadir Jasin in Beijing

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad yesterday scoffed at a
suggestion that his visit to China was a political ginmmck, saying that
the Opposition parties were free to nmake whatever allegations they |iKke.

Respondi ng to questions at a Press conference held at the end of his
three-day working visit here, Dr Mahathir said his China trip was planned
a long time ago to coincide with the 25th anniversary of the establishnent
of diplomatic relations between the two countri es.

On Thursday he attended the friendship night at China Wrld Hotel to
commenorate the occasion. Representing China was its Vice-Prem er Q an
Q chen.

Dr Mahathir left for Russia's Buryatia Republic yesterday norning.

He di snmissed the suggestion that the trip was intended to attract
Chi nese votes in the general election, saying that the Chinese comunity
was nore interested in the econonic well being of the country (than his
visit to China).

"This visit was planned a long tine ago to coincide with the 25th
anni versary of Ml aysi a-China diplomatic relations," the Prine M nister
sai d.

Respondi ng to a suggestion that the late Tun Abdul Razak called the
el ection i medi ately upon his return fromChina in 1974 and went on to
score a huge success, Dr Mahathir said jokingly that he woul d have to
t hi nk about it.

He said if by any chance the el ection was called soon, his visit to
Chi na was purely coinci dental

Al t hough he did not think the election mght be called soon, he agreed
t hat anyt hi ng was possi bl e.

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition parties nade all kinds of promises al
the tine because they knew they did not have to fulfil themas their
chances of wi nning were slim

Pas recently pronised a five-day worki ng week and three-nonth maternity
leave if it won the el ection.

"They even prom se that their supporters will go to heaven,"” said Dr
Mahathir in a |light-hearted manner

On human rights, the Prime Mnister said abuses took place everywhere

But the sins of the Wst were not often highlighted because Asi ans by
nature were less likely to criticise other people. He said the poor
treatnment of the natives and aborigi nal people by Western nations was well
docurent ed.

Aborigi nal people died in detention while others were totally w ped out.

"I'n Mal aysia, by contrast, the popul ation of native peopl e and
aborigines is increasing," said the Prime Mnister.

He asked the West to look at its own record before preachi ng human
rights to others.

Asked if he had any regrets over the decision to sack and charge his
forner deputy, Dr Mahathir said he had none.

"The | aw nmust take its course. One always forget that he was a friend of
m ne and not ny eneny.

"Several Mnisters and Chief Mnisters had been charged with corruption
and ot her crines and found guilty.

"Two state executive councillors fromny own party are currently on
trial for corruption,” he said.



On the cancellation of the planned ground breaking cerenony for a Proton
car plant in Inner Mongolia, Dr Mahathir said it could not be hel ped
because negotiations with the central governnment had yet to be conpl et ed.
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