03/ 05/ 1999
PM eval uating tine to hand over power (HL)

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

ALOR STAR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he
will evaluate the situation to determ ne when it would be the best tine
for himto hand over his post to his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad
Badawi .

"I do not have the intention to remain as the Prime Mnister all ny life
and get a KSM (Kerja Sanpai Mti).

"One day | will have to step down,
as yet when that tine would be.

"I't can be one year, two years, three years or even four years ... after
the general election,” Dr Mahathir said to reporters at the Sultan Abdu
Halim Airport in Kepala Batas before | eaving for Kuala Lunpur after a
three-day visit to Kedah.

Dr Mahathir was asked to conment on a report in the Minichi Shinmbun, a
Japanese newspaper, which quoted the Prinme M nister as saying that he
woul d hand over his post to Abdullah after the next general el ection which
must be held by June 2000 at the | atest.

In the April 30 issue of the newspaper, Dr Mahathir was al so quoted as
saying that he could not tell when Malaysia will hold the el ection. The
report was based on an interviewthe newspaper had with Dr Mahathir in
Kual a Lunpur on April 29.

The Prime Mnister was al so reported to have said that Abdull ah had done
very well so far, was popul ar and was enjoyi ng the support of everybody.
Abdul | ah becane the Deputy Prine Mnister on Jan 8 this year, succeeding
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahim who was sacked fromthe Government and party in
Sept enber | ast year.

Dr Mahathir said he knew many peopl e woul d be happy to see himvacate
the post, but there woul d al so be peopl e who woul d be unhappy.

He said he had initially intended to step down, but had to stay back as
the country was beset with econoni c probl ens.

"Anwar was not capable of handling these problens.

"Al'l he knew was what the International Monetary Fund asked himto do -
increase interest rates, raise non-performng |loan period fromthree to
si x nonths, reduce Governnent's expenditure. Al these had stalled our
econony. "

These factors conpelled himnot to step down and hand over his post to
Anwar or it would nmake him (Dr Mahathir) an irresponsible person, the
Prime M nister said.

Dr Mahat hir added the Governnent had to nmake changes to policies which
Anwar had introduced in his capacity as the Finance Mnister to inprove
the situation.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said the party would not set up
clubs simlar to those overseas in |ocal universities.

"As far as possible we do not want to bring politics into the
universities. W provide schol arships to enabl e our students to study; if
they are too absorbed politicking they will not be able to concentrate on
their studies and we need people who are educated."

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition was only interested in wi nning the
el ections, but had no concern to what happened to the young peopl e they
had i nfl uenced for their cause.

"W see university students being used to denobnstrate ... you don't have
to study (in universities) to kick cars ..."

he said. He, however, could not say



He said the Governnent did not want students to waste the people's npbney
by being involved in activities such as riots, adding they could even be
expel l ed for such activities.

He added the Government wanted university students to study so that they
could contribute towards the nation's devel opnent.

"Peopl e who ki ck cars cannot contribute towards the devel opnent of the
country."

He said this was simlar to | ecturers who, despite receiving their
salary fromthe Governnment, had cheated the latter by inciting students to
participate in illegal denonstrations.
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