10/ 09/ 1999
PM exchanges views with students (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Chok Suat Ling

BANG , Thurs. - Students fromthe country's 11 public and four private
universities swarned to a dial ogue with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
today - which they described as an opportunity to listen to the Prine
M ni ster first-hand.

Some 4, 000 under graduates attended the cl osed-door di al ogue.

The Prime M nister addressed a host of issues like racial polarisation
in universities, schol arships, university quota system corruption,
politics and econony.

Addressing the multi-racial gathering at Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a,
he expl ai ned why he "stayed away" fromthe canpus in recent years.

Students interviewed after the three-hour session said the neeting was
enl i ghteni ng and provi ded respective student |leaders with a forumto air
their grievances and ask questi ons.

Ent husi asti ¢ students, sone waving flags, banners and posters of Dr
Mahathir, lined up to greet the Prine Mnister when he arrived with his
wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali for the dial ogue.

Chanting "H dup Mahathir", the students, selected to take part in the
di al ogue by their respective universities, jostled with each other to get
a closer look at Dr Mahathir, and to shake his hand in greeting.

Later, the Prime M nister was "anbushed" by students eager for his
aut ogr aph.

Al so present were Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and his
wife Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor and UKM vi ce-chancel | or Professor Datuk Dr
Anuwar Al i

Today' s dialogue is yet another step towards bridging the gap between
the country's | eaders and university students.

Previ ously, dial ogues and special sem nars had been organi sed to enable
Cabinet mnisters to explain the country's policies and current affairs to
the students, and also to instil in thema sense of patriotism

The participating private universities were Universiti Tenaga Nasi onal,
Universiti Tel ekom Universiti Petronas and Universiti Tun Abdul Razak.
Those attendi ng were not confined to first year students, but were from
all levels of university life.

In his speech preceding the dialogue, Dr Mahathir admtted that he had
"stayed away" (jauhkan diri) fromuniversities in recent years but
stressed that this happened for a reason.

"It is because |I planned to step down frompolitics and government.
Thus, | allowed my successor to get close to universities and al so the
states as he woul d repl ace ne.

"But the economic crisis in 1997 required ne to postpone ny retirenent,"”
he sai d.

He cautioned his audi ence on the dangers of the country being re-
col oni sed by foreign powers.

Dr Mahathir, who | ast nonth nmet students from Universiti Teknol og
Kebangsaan and Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mara, said:

"There are those who have tried to re-col onise us but we managed to
successfully repel them

"WIl we be able to do the sanme in future? Whether we can succeed in
repelling themw Il very nmuch depend on the future generation ... all of
you here.

"I believe the nation's future generation, like the present generation,



wants the country to be free."

Whi ch was why, he said, it was inperative students possessed a sense of
responsibility. "This will ensure that the country will be independent
forever."

Dr Mahathir also said it was inportant to listen to criticisnmns,
adnmoni shnents and harsh words, and not nerely prai se.

"We nust listen or else our feet will not be touching the ground. W nmay
think that everything we do is right ... but it mght not be so for the
country and the people."”

He said in any country, |eaders would not get support fromeach person
in the popul ace as there would be those who di sagreed with certain things.
"Their di sagreenent could have arisen out of a | ack of understandi ng.
So, when there is a |l ack of understanding, we will try to explain, |ike

now. '

Dr Mahathir said he accepts criticisms but they nust be bal anced and
fair.

Asked at a Press conference | ater about the dial ogue, Dr Mahathir said
the warm wel cone he got today had dispelled any notion that students were
anti - gover nnent .

"They are very friendly ... therefore clains that they oppose the
governnent are not true. There are criticisnms but perhaps this stens from
their hi gh hopes and expectations (of the government).

"I have always believed that not all students are anti-government but
because of one bad apple, all the rest of the apples will go bad when they
are put together."

On the dialogue, Dr Mahathir said he shared with themhis views on
various matters including the students' welfare, corruption and the
country's political and econom c devel oprent.

On the rol e expected of students, he said though they needed to know
about the country's politics, they nust be patient and should use the
opportunity to gain know edge first.

"After being enployed, they can get involved directly or indirectly in
politics and in determ ning ways to adm nister the country.”

On the prospect of having nore of such dial ogues, Dr Mahathir said they
shoul d be held in a nore open setting and not under situations where they
cone with a closed mnd and refuse to listen to the views of others.

"It will not only be carried out by me, but other |eaders because there
seens to be a gap in the informati on received by students and their
under st andi ng of happenings in the country.”

( END)
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