17/ 12/ 1999

PM hands Jalur Genilang to M I I ennium Junp team

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - The Malaysian teamthat will rmake the M| ennium Junp
over the South Pole received a noral e booster today when Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad handed them the Jal ur Genil ang.

The skydi ve by the eight-nenber team including a woman, will be the
first to be attenpted by an Asian country.

The team which has just returned froma special high altitude training
stint inthe United States, is |ed by Abdul Rahi m Dahal an.

The other nmenbers are Sazale Long, Ali O hnan, Abdul Shukor Nasarudin,
Azl an Ismail, Dr Kamaruddin Ml Isa and Mohd Yati mand Nordzi ah Mohd Noor.
The event, "The M I I ennium Junrp 2000 - Ml aysian Tinme Capsule M ssion
for Mankind", is jointly organised by Fikiran Syndicate, the Mnistry of

Youth and Sports and MIlenniumFiji.

In the brief cerenpbny at the Prime Mnister's Departnment, Dr Mhathir
was introduced to the skydivers. He al so gave words of encouragenent and
advice to them

After the South Pole junp, theey will skydive at four other |ocations
t hrough the year 2000 and plant tine capsul es, containi ng anong ot hers,
messages from Mal aysi ans to future generations.

These are at Munt Ki nabal u, Terunbu Layang-Layang in the Spratly
I sl ands, Vanua Levu in Fiji (site of the Meridian Park which Iies on the
180 degree neridian line, first to greet sunlight of the year 2000) and
finally in Kuala Lunpur.

The capsules will only be recovered in 100 years on Jan 1, 2100, except
the one at Terunbu Layang-Layang which will be retrieved on Jan 1, 2020.

Abdul Rahi m said despite the various challenges, the teamwas confi dent
of making a successful junp as they had trained hard for the event. "W
have successfully conpl eted training junps at 19,000, 21,000 and 23, 000
feet above sea level in the US. "
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