06 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - El ecti on
PM HAS NOT MADE UP HHS M ND TO HOLD THE GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the political climate is favourable for the Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) but he has not nmade up his mnd whether to hold the general election
NOw.

"I don't know whether I will hold an election or not...l have not nade
up (my mind)," he told a news conference at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
Airport on his return fromhis visit to the United States, Britain and
Zi mhabwe.

He was asked to comment of specul ations that the general electionis
i mm nent that even the Ml aysi an stock market has reacted to the runours.

Yest erday, the stock market went up by about 4 per cent and sone people
believe that it was largely due to specul ations that Dr Mahat hir woul d cal
for the general election.

"I don't know, stock market goes up and down on all Kkinds of rumours.
Maybe el ection is good for themso they have...the stock nmarket index goes
up, " he said.

The prinme mnister said the support for the BN was very strong now
because the people want to see the BN returned with a strong mgjority to
ensure stability in the country.

He said stability in the country was inportant to ensure that economc
growt h woul d t ake pl ace.

"Barisan has proven that we can manage t he econony of this country even
during an unsual crisis, a crisis that nost countries find difficult to
handl e and have to rely on outside help," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the BN government had managed its own recovery in
Mal aysia and it was a very strong recovery.

"The climate is always right for election. Imrediately after the | ast
el ection al so we could hold another el ecti on because the climte was ri ght
but it is not climate al one,” he said.

Meanwhi l e, Dr Mahathir said during his visit to the United States
recently, he found that Americans were so obsessed with the jailing of a
Canadi an journalist to the extent of threatening that there would be no
i nvestnent in Ml aysi a.

"The threats were given by a few of them and sone journalists there
obvi ously hope that the jailing of this journalist would stop al
i nvestnents by Amnericans in Malaysia," he said.

The journalist, Mirray Hiebert, of the Far Eastern Econonic Revi ew, was
sent to jail for contenpt of court for a story he wote in the nagazi ne.

The prime mnister believed that investors and businessmen in Anerica
were very keen to be involved in Malaysia's econony as evident fromhis
visit to Lucent Technol ogi es where they were very positive about the
Mul ti medi a Super Corri dor

"The attitude of the business people is conpletely different fromthe
attitude of the journalists. Sonehow or rather, the journalists do not I|ike
us and want to give a bad report about us so that our econony wll be
affected, so that there will be no tourists conming here or no investors
com ng here," he said

Dr Mahathir said one of the American journalists even asked hi m whet her
he felt ashanmed that he has jailed a Western journali st.

"I had to reply that | made no distinction between Western or Eastern
journalists," he said.



The prime minister had asked themto have their priorities right Iike
giving attention to the killing and sl aughtering of many peopl e around the
wor | d.

"Their fate deserve greater attention of the people who can help like
the powerful countries and all that, then the fate of a single journalist
who has gone to jail only for six weeks," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Americans nake such a big do about the jailing of
the journalist as if Western journalists should never be jailed and
obviously inplying that Eastern or Asian journalists could be jailed.

"They keep on repeating this question over and over again. \Werever |
go, this was the question, but when | went to Europe and el sewhere, nobody
ask this question," he said.

Mal aysi a does not practise discrimnation and everybody is equal before
the aw and even the king is subject to the | aw, he added.
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