23/ 06/ 1999

PM hol ds di al ogue wi th dons

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
hel d a cl osed-door dial ogue on current issues with about 150 academ ci ans
frompublic institutions of higher |earning.

The di al ogue at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre began at 10am and ended
before noon. This was followed by refreshments as Dr Mahathir continued to
have i nformal discussions with the academni ci ans.

The dial ogue's main aimwas to all ow di scussi ons between the Prinme
M ni ster and acadenicians in the wake of criticisms of students and
academ ci ans' involvenent in political denpbnstrations.

Present were Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Deputy
Education M ni ster Datuk Khalid Yunus and Educati on M nistry higher
education departnent director Professor Dr Hassan Sai d.

Anong t he academ ci ans were Universiti Ml aya Vice-Chancellor Tan Sri Dr
Abdul I ah Sanusi Ahnmad, Universiti Putra Ml aysia Vice-Chancel |l or Professor
Tan Sri Syed Jal al uddin Syed Sal i mand Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysia Vice-
Chancel | or Datuk Dr Ahnmad Zaharudi n |drus.

Fourteen panelists represented the public institutions of higher
| ear ni ng.

Ahmad Zaharudin said the dial ogue addressed current issues ranging from
politics, econonics to research and devel oprent.

He said Dr Mahathir had stressed the inportance of research and
devel oprent in Mal aysia's nove towards industrialisation.

Anot her academni ci an who did not want to be named said the dial ogue al so
touched on heal thcare and international rel ations.
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