18/ 06/ 1999

PMjoins 3,000 at anti-defamation talk

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
j oi ned sonme 3,000 Umo nmenbers at an anti-defamation talk at the entrance
of the Putra Wrld Trade Centre tonight.

The Umo president, wearing a band with the words, "Sayangi Negara,
Perangi Fitnah" on his left arm sat on the floor in front of the stage to
listen to the speakers.

Joi ning hi mwere Umo vice-president and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and suprene council menbers. They had earlier
attended the suprene council neeting chaired by Dr Mahathir.

The tal k was organi sed to counter the attacks by Qpposition parti es,
especi al ly Pas.

The slight drizzle did not danpen the spirit of party nenbers who
reacted with shouts of "Hi dup Umo", "H dup Mel ayu" and "H dup Ml aysi a"
when Dr Mahat hir showed up and during the talk.

The speakers were Datuk I brahimA i and two former prom nent Pas | eaders
from Ter engganu, Mhd Chazali Ahmad and Orar Khali d.

| brahim who is al so chairman of the Umo anti-defamati on comm tt ee,
said there was a | ot of defamation thrown at the Bari san Nasi ona
Governnent since forner Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas
expelled fromthe party and Governnent.

"Despite all these, being patriotic, Umo menbers are still able to
mai ntain the party's strength," he added.
Earlier, Chazali, the former Pas Terengganu deputy comm ssioner said Pas

had used every aspect of Islam including the Quran, to hoodw nk the
Mal ays into believing that supporting the party was part of the religion.

"This is conpletely wong. A political party is only that, not religion

and religionis not a political party, it is areligion,” he added.

The former Pas veteran said he regretted every nonment he spent in the
party, nost of it ensuring that the Ml ays rejected Umo.

Mohd Ghazali said it took himfive years to decide on his next course of
action after he realised that Pas was wong in using Islamto influence
t he Mal ays.

Anot her speaker, Omar Khalid, said he left Pas after 37 years in the
party as he felt the party had cheated its nmenbers.

He clainmed he left Pas after Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Aziz Nik
Mat told himthat the party could not inplenment hudud | aws despite
pl edging to do so during the 1990 general el ection

"I told Nik Aziz this was unfair since a mpjority of the Kel antan people
had voted for the party because of that pledge," he added.

Orar had witten a book entitled "Parti Islam Antara realiti and
fantasi" (lslamc party: between reality and fantasy) which was
distributed to the del egates attendi ng the General Assenbly.

In the book, Omar who was detai ned under the Internal Security Act in
1987 under Operasi Lalang, |isted various wong interpretations of the
Quran by Pas to justify its practise of branding Umo nenbers as infidels.

The PWIC was abuzz with activities the whole day as Umo del egates and
observers descended fromall parts of the country to attend the party's
annual general assenbly.

It started with the joint opening of the Youth and WAnita assenblies by
Ahnad.

And tonorrow, the general assenbly proper will be opened by Dr Mahathir.



After yesterday's joint opening cerenony at Dewan Merdeka, the del egates
proceeded to the Dewan Tun Hussein Onn and Dewan Tun Dr Ismail for the
Wanita and Youth assenblies respectively.

At the Dewan Tun Hussein Onn, which was filled to capacity, nmany were
forced to sit along the aisle. Cbservers unable to enter the hall were
seen gathering at the | obby to catch the proceedi ngs over the giant screen
and several closed-circuit tel evision sets.

( END)
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