24/ 07/ 1999
PM Kelantan ruler worried over |lack of progress in State

Farush Khan; Mani sah |smail

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said the Sultan of

Kel ant an, whom he net yesterday, had expressed hope that the Federa
Gover nnent woul d hel p overcone the probl enms and weaknesses in the State

The Prime Mnister said he felt the ruler was concerned with the | ack of
progress and devel opnent in the State.

"The Sultan felt Kelantan | acked the allocation and (wanted to know)
what ki nd of assistance the Federal CGovernnent could provide to the
State," he told a Press conference at the end of his visit here today.

He was asked about his audience with the Sultan where he was invited for
lunch at the Istana Negeri as soon as he arrived for the visit.

Al so present for the lunch were the Raja Perenpuan Kel antan, Tengku
Mahkot a, Tengku Bendahara, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Second
Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mustapa Mhaned, |Information Mnister Tan Sri Mhd
Khal il Yaacob and several State Assenbl ynen.

State Umo chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who is a nenber of the
Kel ant an royal househol d, was al so present.

Last night, Dr Mahathir was a guest at the |Istana Kota Lama

Dr Mahathir said he had the opportunity to discuss with the Sultan
matters pertaining to State admi nistration, proposed projects such as the
proposed East Coast hi ghway and poverty eradi cati on programres.

Asked whether the Sultan had made any suggestion on these matters, the
Prime Mnister said the Sultan felt Kelantan | acked the allocation and
spoke on how t he Federal Governnent coul d hel p.

Asked whet her the audi ence was politically notivated, Dr Mahathir said
it was not. It reflected the concern the Sultan and the Federal Governnent
felt about Kel antan.

On his visit, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president and Bari san
Nasi onal chairman, said there was now greater enthusi asmanong Umo and BN
menbers and supporters and they were prepared to face the general
el ection.

Asked whet her the BN was confident of re-capturing Kelantan, |ost to Pas
in 1990, he said: "Unless sonething disastrous happens, | believe we can
win... InsyaAllah (God willing)."

BN now has 17 of the 43 State seats and seven of the 14 parlianentary
seats in Kel ant an.

Asked to justify his confidence, he said BN nenbers were nore united now
and Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 (headed by Tengku Razal ei gh) had been
di ssolved (in 1996), with npst ex-nenbers joining Umo.
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