10 JUN 1999
Mahat hir-Truth
PM ON PEOPLE SU NG H M FOR TELLI NG THE TRUTH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 10 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today he had to speak on certain matters behind
cl osed doors to avoid bei ng sued al though what he said was the truth.

He said sone people were likely to sue himas a way of shutting himup
so that he could not tell the truth.

"So, in a closed place, | can talk freely without the press,” he said
at the start of a news conference after |aunching an Umo Youth pre-pol
speci al canp, here.

Dr Mahathir was giving his reasons for asking the nedia to | eave the
Merdeka Hall of the Putra World trade Centre before addressi ng sone 1,900
Umo Yout h menbers.

The nmedi a nenbers were earlier allowed to listen to Acting Umo Youth
Chi ef Dat uk Hi shammuddi n Tun Hussein's speech.

Present were vice-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Ummo
secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

Dr Mahathir said that once the nedia published what he said, certain
people were likely to sue himeven if what he said was the truth.

"They are a nui sance," he said.

He al so said that another reason for keeeping the nedia out was that
some Umo Yout h del egates had expressed their unhappi ness with certain
nmenbers of the nedia.

"I don't know who ... not all, but certain people in the nedia," he
added.
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