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PM on perspective of human rights

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - It is not just governments whi ch should not deprive
citizens of their rights. Noone el se too should not, says Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"Unfortunately when one tal ks about human rights invariably one thinks
of the Government as the violator,"” wites Dr Mahathir in the foreword of
his new book titled Human Rights - Views of Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

Launched by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar today, the book
is acollection of 18 of the Prine Mnister's speeches on hunan rights,
conpi l ed by the World Yout h Foundati on.

Syed Hanid said the nost inportant nessage in the book was that
i ndependence nust cone with freedom

"I't is no use to be independent when we are controll ed by outside
powers," he said.

He said the book was a good reflection on how human rights shoul d not
only be viewed fromthe perspective of how governnments oppressed the
peopl e but "the instances where there is oppression inposed by a country
on anot her".

In the foreword, Dr Mahathir reasons that since societies differ in
terns of devel opnent and culture, "it is unrealistic to insist that al
their val ues and perceptions of what constitutes human rights shoul d be
identical all the tinme".

Syed Hanid al so pointed out how the Prinme Mnister always stressed that
t he debate was not whether individual rights overrode societal ones but
how "i ndi vidual rights nmust be connected to responsibility towards
soci ety".

The book, he said, would help Mal aysians to put into perspective the
skewed argunents put forth by foreigners who said Malaysia's refusal to
ratify certain United Nations Conventions, |ike the one on civil and
political rights, was reflective of a failure in these areas.

"W will ratify and sign the conventions according to our needs and when
we feel it is appropriate.”

Syed Hanmid said Malaysia's aimwas to introduce new di nensi ons of human
rights such as the effects of currency mani pulati on on a nation's
sovereignty, so that these could be included in the 25 United Nations
Cvil, Political, Econom c and Soci al R ghts Conventi ons.

"OF the 25, Malaysia has signed six and ratified five," he said, adding
that the country would not be rushed into signing treaties.
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