13/ 05/ 1999
PM on new way of doi ng busi ness with e-governnent

Rozana Sani
KUALA LUVMPUR, Wed. - The inplenmentation of the el ectronic governnent (e-
governnent), already underway, wll provide the inpetus for change in the
way t he Governnent operates and conducts its day-to-day business.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today it wll
eventually facilitate a new way of doi ng busi ness in the Governnent by

renmovi ng bottl enecks at all |evel of operations.
Thi s new way, which has come about due to the devel opment of new
technol ogy - information technology in particular, - is expected to nake

t he Governnent nore efficient, he added.

He was speaking at the signing of a RM35 mllion contract between the
government and a Sapura-|ed consortiumfor the devel opment and
i mpl emrentation of a pilot phase of the Prime Mnister's Ofice-Ceneric
O fice Environnment under the e-government flagship application.

"For exanple, at the nmonment there appears to be a probl em of spending
nmoney because procedures are so tedious, which results in cases where
all ocations are not fully utilised at the end of the year

"Wth the e-governnment application, the transfer of funds fromthe
M nistry of Finance to the other Mnistries, and subsequently to
contractors and sub-contractors, will be rmuch faster because they wll
need only to press a few buttons - which is the new way of doing things,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said it was hoped that civil servants would learn to operate
t he conpl ex nachi nes that woul d be introduced through the inplenmentation
of the flagship application and that the private sector would al so respond
by taking up skills required to make the concept work.

"I'n that way, our Government will be able to achi eve the target of
maki ng a success of the Miultinmedia Super Corridor.

"But nmore than the MSC, is make a success of IT so as to inprove the
efficiency of the Governnent and to serve the people in the way they
expect us to serve themin the age of IT," he said.

He al so said the award of the contract indicates that the e-government
flagshi p was nmaki ng progress and tinmely too, as the Prime Mnister's
Department woul d soon be noving to the new adm nistrative capital
Putraj aya which is a sophisticated el ectroni c-based project.

The PMO- GOE project is ained at devel opi ng the core conponents of an
of fice environnent using the latest information and nultinedi a technol ogy.

It conprises several core applications that reflect commopn work
processes in a governnent departnent.

This pilot phase will be inplemented in Prine Mnister's Ofice, the
Chi ef Secretary's O fice, the Malaysian Adninistrati on and Moderni sation
Pl anni ng Unit, the Cabinet Division, the Security Division and ot her
rel ated offices.

This will take 11 nonths to conplete and will be used by 450 peopl e.

The three main nodules to be built in this phase will enable the users
to comuni cate and col | aborate better to ensure a nore effective work
flow

The Sapura Consortium conpri ses Sapura Advanced Systens Sdn Bhd,

Hewl ett-Packard Sales (M Sdn Bhd (HPSM), M crosoft Know edge Capit al
Centre Sdn Bhd, (MKCC), and EDS MsSC Sdn Bhd.

Dr Mahathir w tnessed the signing cerenony held at the sem nar room of

the Prine Mnister's Departnent.



Signing for the Government were Chief Secretary Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli,
Principal Private Secretary to the Prime Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Aziz
Ismail, and Manpu director-general Datuk Dr Muhammad Rai s Abdul Karim

The consortium s representatives were Sapura G oup president and chi ef
executive of ficer Datuk Shahril Shanmsuddi n, HPSM nanagi ng director
Badl i sham Ghazal i, MKCC nmanagi ng di rector Benedict Lee Ban Hock and EDS
MSC seni or vice-president and president of the Asia Pacific region Yang
Edwar d Van- Chi ng.
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