01/ 09/ 1999
PM opens Petronas Twin Towers in glittering cerenony

Adel i ne Ong; Zety Fazil ah Baharuddin
PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad officially opened the 88-
storey Petronas Twin Towers in a glittering cerenony in Kuala Lunpur | ast

ni ght.
Mal aysi ans canme by the thousands to watch a dazzling display of lights
and colourful |aser rays that caressed the Petronas Twin Towers ... a

spectacl e that coul d be seen kil onetres away.
The magni ficient show was televised |ive on RTML and Astro.
The cel ebrations began with the recital of a poem By The Towers,
specially witten by national |aureate Datuk A Samad Sai d. Fol |l ow ng
that, the Petronas Phil harnonic Orchestra perforned four conpositions,
whi ch included three patriotic-themed songs. The Petronas Cul tural G oup
then presented a traditional candlelight dance.
After that, a group of children who represented the future generation
ushered the Prine Mnister to officially open the Twin Towers.
Dr Mahat hir signed a plaque at a special light scul pture which was | ater
projected on a giant screen installed just bel ow the skybridge linking the
t owers.
As the nusic began, viewers were taken through a spectacl e of neani ngful
i mges presenting the story an the achi evements of Ml aysia and the
rakyat .
The Twin Towers were then sil houtted agai nst the night sky gleam ng |like
towering jewels.
Wth inmages of a nyriad Mal aysi a spl ashed across the screen and at the
i nposing towers, a burst of fireworks illum nating the sky and the sound
of traditional Malay nmusic in the background ... there was a pal pabl e nood
of patriotismand pride in being Ml aysian anong the crowd.
Dr Mahathir in his speech said: "W certainly have to | ook up to see the
towers. Wien one is short, one should stand on a box to get a better view.
The Twin Towers is to our ego what the box is to the shorties.”
The Petronas Twin Towers is proof that Malaysia is by no neans a
"shorty". The 452m hi gh structure enbellished by gl eam ng pinnacles is
currently the tallest building in the world - sonething that surely al
Mal aysi ans are proud of.
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