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PM opens world's tallest building in glittering cerenony

Rashi d Yusof; Shareem Anry

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The nation's cel ebratory nmood soared tonight with
the opening of the tallest building in the world, which the Prine M nister
sai d, expressed the towering anbition of Mal aysia to becone a devel oped
nati on.

"When one is short, one should stand on a box to get a better view "

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said of the country of 22 mllion people
whi ch cel ebrated its 42nd Nati onal Day today.

He then provided the link: "The (Petronas) Twin Towers is to our ego
what the box is to the shortie."

The crowd enjoyed this |ogic. Expanding, Dr Mahathir said sone m ght
di sagree. "W need sonething to express our towering anbition - an
anbi tion to becone a devel oped country.

"Some Mal aysians too will disagree. But perceptions differ as between
di fferent people. W do as we think fit," he said.

Dr Mahathir added that a majority of Ml aysi ans favoured these projects
as "they do not prevent us frombringi ng down poverty from50 per cent to
seven per cent".

What was to unfold next was the full spectacle of a glittering cerenpny
whi ch has significance beyond Ml aysi an shores. It culmnated in a
brilliant display of fireworks screeching into the night sky.

Taking a cue fromthe Petronas Twin Towers' record as the tall est
buil ding on the planet, and fromits hold on the national psyche as a
synbol of pride, officials nmade sure the night was a nenorabl e one.

Toni ght, an enornous screen hanging fromthe skybridge connecting both
towers at the 42nd | evel, quickly becanme the focal point.

M1 lions of Ml aysians caught the spectacle live on TV1. Petronas
new y-revanped website at http://ww. petronas.comny also carried the
pr oceedi ngs.

Thousands of peopl e, nmeanwhile, crowded the streets at the base of the
towers and at the nearby KLCC park, where giant screens were erected for
peopl e to view t he proceedi ngs.

Dr Mahathir | ed the one-hour festivities with a speech, which was
preceded by wel com ng remarks by Petronas chairman Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul
Abi din, who traced its hunble origins as a nmanager of production sharing
contracts.

Azi zan said: "Qur greatest achi evenent has been the contribution nmade by
the corporation to the devel opnent of the people and the nation."”

The cerenpny kicked off with a reading of a poementitled DI Sisi Menara
(By The Towers), conposed just for the occasion by national |aureate Datuk
A. Sarmed Said.

The Mal aysi an Phil harnonic Orchestra then | aunched into a stirring
rendition of Les Toreadors from Carnmen, before segueing effortlessly into
a series of nationalistic songs - Sejahtera Mal aysi a, Lenbayung Ji ngga and
Mal aysi a Berjaya - with the vocal acconpani nent of the Gala Choir

Traditionally-clad dancers fromthe Petronas Performng Arts Group then
energed on the el evated stage to performa candl e dance, before being
joined by a group of young chil dren bearing torches.

Three of the young perforners invited Dr Mahathir down fromthe VIP
dai s, where, acconpani ed by Azi zan and Petronas president and chi ef
executive officer Tan Sri Mohd Hassan Marican, he was led to the stage.

Dr Mahat hir signed a commenorative plaque, and then officially opened



the Petronas Twin Towers by placing a torch in a designated spot on a
Iight scul pture.

An i mage of the signed plaque was i medi ately projected on the giant
screen, and to the awed delight of the thousands of onl ookers, was
si mul taneously marked by a burst of fireworks fromthe skybridge.

For the next few minutes, a spectacular |ight and sound show ensued as
i mages representing Malaysia, its history and its people were projected on
both the screen and the 452-netre towers.

Toni ght marked the cul m nation of years of planning and work to create a
wor |l d fanous | andmark in Mal aysia as a synbol of the nation's aspirations
to be a devel oped country.

Every step of the construction process involved an engi neering and
architectural feat. After excavation work began in March 1994, the towers
grew under the nation's gaze, nmarking each nilestone in construction.

The distinctive skybridge was pulled into place in August 1995, while
t he pinnacles on both buildings were in place by March 1996.

In April 1996, the United States-based Council of Tall Buildings and
Urban Habitats declared the Petronas Twin Towers the tallest building in
the worl d.

But the towers are nmore than just a national record. Wth several other
simlar construction projects in progress around the world, it is only a
matter of tinme before their height will be eclipsed.

What is nore significant is howthe towers have changed the city's
skyline forever. They are al so hone to a nunber of multi-national
corporations, Malaysia's first Philharnmonic Hall, the Petronas Art Gallery
and the classy Suria KLCC nal |

VWhile their silhouettes will forever be their nost i medi ate feature,
the towers will also be renmenbered for bringing art and nmusic to the heart
of the capital city, and for bearing the nation's hopes for its future.

At the cerenony tonight, Dr Mahathir who typically foll owed the progress
of the construction closely, congratul ated Petronas and others for
buil ding the towers, saying the nation appreciates their contributions.

He said the cerenony marked the begi nning of a futuristic endeavour for
Mal aysi a as synbolised by the Petronas Twin Towers. And, only history, he
said, shall bear witness to the endeavour.
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