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PM poses human rights question to | awyers

Carol yn Hong; Azrani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Wiy are | awers, concerned about justice and fair
pl ay, seem ngly unconcerned about massive and systematic viol ati ons of
human rights?

This was the question posed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to the 1,400 international |awers attending the 12th Conmonweal t h
Law Conf erence here.

He said they were nore concerned about how devel opi ng countri es had not
under stood | egal processes, were corrupt and di sposed to poi soning and
plotting to overthrow political rivals.

He said actions which inpoverished mllions of people were not
consi dered viol ations of human rights but a Governnent was condemmed by
the world when it arrested one political dissident.

"There seens to be sonething wong in our perception of things," he
sai d.

He said even as the world becane snaller and every country becones next-
door nei ghbours to one another, there were no equitable laws to govern
their relations. "W are still living in a primtive society in which
mght is right, justice and fair play exist not at all," he said.

He said there now seens to be sonething wong in the perception of
things and i deas about human rights are getting "nore and nore peculiar".

Speaki ng at | ength about currency traders, an unbal anced world trade
system United Nations and injustices in the world, Dr Mahathir urged the
international jurists to look into these problens.

He said while they would be interested in the adm nistration of justice
i n devel opi ng countries |ike Mal aysia, he hoped they would have tinme to
focus al so on the problenms of international relations in trade and
fi nance.

He said they should also I ook into human rights other than the right of
political dissident, and into the onrush of a gl obalised world where snal
countries are exposed to "marauding i ndustrial and commercial giants."

Dr Mahathir said as the world' s attention was focused on the way
devel opi ng countries conduct their | egal processes, it was not surprising
that international |aws and practices receive only scant attention.

"Mal aysia is a denocratic country where the rule of law is upheld. You
may want to check. You are welconme to do so. W have nothing to hide but
open mnds are necessary for you to judge fairly," he said.

Speaki ng about the injustices in world trade, he said a rapidly grow ng
country can suddenly becone a basket case because its currency had been
deval ued by currency traders.

But if as a result people lose their noney, riot and kill, if Governnent
and busi nesses went bankrupt, that did not nmake the traders guilty of any
crinme, he said.

Yet, he said, there was resistance to | aws bei ng passed to nmake currency
trading illegal or even just to regulate it.

"It is clear that perceptions of rights and wong, fair and unfair have
changed. Systens are now regarded as nore inportant than the results they
produce. A free nmarket nust never be regulated even if it destroys nations
and peopl e," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said there was a very distorted perception of right and
wrong where human rights was presently interpreted only as the right of
political dissident.



A citizen nmust be allowed to express dissenting views at any cost but if
his views caused political instability and riots, these have to be
accepted, he said.

"The death of others, possibly innocent people, is of |ess inportance
than a person's freedomto dissent," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent is deened to have violated human rights
because it denied a few people of the right to dissent but currency
traders who deprived mllions of jobs and i ncone, were not considered
vi ol ators.

He al so touched on the unfairness and inequity which can result from
free trade

He said a country with a huge market which gives its industries
trenendous econom es of scal e nust now be allowed to conpete freely with
the tiny industries at a small country.

"This is considered fair because the playing field is level. That giants
are being fielded agai nst m dgets is of no consequence," he said.

He said this was far frominproving world trade when poor countries
cannot conpete and cannot earn forei gn exchange.

"The poor countries will have no noney to buy foreign goods. Trade wi ||
contract as a result," he said.
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