25 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - PAS
PM QUESTI ONS SI NCERI TY OF PAS' COOPERATI ON W TH OTHER OPPCSI Tl ON PARTI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 25 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today that PAS prepardness to anend its constitution to drop
its objective in setting up an Islamc state, if there was one, will prove
whet her the party is sincere inits pact with the other opposition parties.

He said that the Barisan Nasional (BN) woul d conpare PAS constitution
with the agreenent reached through the manifesto of the opposition parties,
known as the Alternative Front, announced yesterday.

"What are stated in its constitution...PAS says it is struggling for an
Islamic state. If it is stated so in the constitution, we would like to
know whet her the party will nake an anendnent to drop its intention to set
up an Islamc state.

"If they are prepared to do so, then we can tell they have no intention
of cheating the DAP," he told reporters after chairing the two-hour BN
Supreme Council mneeting, here.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman and Umo president, was asked to
comment on the 45-page manifesto of the Alternative Front conprising PAS
DAP, Keadilan and PRM whi ch nmakes no nention of the setting up of an
Islamic state claimed by PASto be its struggle.

"It is only agreenent in the manifesto...|looks like they are saying
it's all right, we'll agree, but when we win, we'll do sonething else," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that the opposition was free to make all sorts of
prom ses through the nmani festo as they knew they need not be fulfilled.

"They can even promni se heaven to peopl e because they know t hey are
going to lose and need not fulfil their prom ses.

"That is why they prom se nini numwages for estate workers and ot her
things but it's the enployers who will be paying. Wether or not the
enpl oyers agree, they did not ask. They only make promi ses,” he said.

Conmenti ng on the opposition pact to table a shadow 2000 Budget on
Wednesday, Dr Mahathir said the governnment would |ike to know what factors
were taken into account by the opposition.

"They can plan their Budget for the country. But we would like to know
fromwhere they are going to get the noney," he said.

According to the prime mnister, the governnent prepares the Budget
after fully taking into account the country's financial resources and
t hrough t he Budget, allocations were rmade for the various sectors.

"But | would |ike to know what are the governnment's estinated earni ngs
projected by the opposition parties and what are their basis in making the
governnent's estimated earnings for the year 2000," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked on the proposal contained in the
opposition's nmanifesto entitled "Towards A Just Ml aysia" limting the term
of the prime mnister, nenteri besar and chief minister to only two terns.

"I ndeed. .. Karpal Singh should al so serve as an el ected representative
for only one term" he said.

Commenting on a chall enge by DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang that
the BN join the Alternative Front "to ensure the country's 10th election is
the cleanest in history", the prine mnister said that the BN was different
fromthe Alternative Front as it was set up to run the country.

Dr Mahathir further said in jest: "Usually, the snmaller in size enters
the bigger one...for the bigger to enter the smaller one, it's rather
difficult".



He said that the opposition pact was set up when an el ection
approaches, unlike the BN which was set up 25 years ago.

Conmenti ng on the proposal by the opposition for the canpaign period be
extended, Dr Mahathir said: "Two years are not enough? They have been
campai gni ng since they lost in 1995. The canpai ghi ng never cease".

According to him the opposition also incited students, undergraduates
and even pre-school ers.

"How |l ong nore do they want...if they want nore than five years, it is
all right. We can postpone the election for 10 years, they can canpaign al
they want," he said cynically.
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