16/ 03/ 1999
PMrul es out any | eadership change in Kedah, Perlis

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
deni ed that there would be a | eadershi p change in Kedah and Perlis, saying
he had no know edge of such a thing.

"I would like to deny it because | don't know A |ot of people are
maki ng all types of specul ati on now, especially through the Internet," he
sai d when asked by reporters to comment on specul ati on that Kedah Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan
Kassi mwoul d be repl aced due to poor performance.

He was speaking at a Press conference after a bilateral neeting with
visiting Polish President Al eksander Kwasni ewski at the Prime Mnister's
Depart nent .

Wil e others accessed the Internet for know edge and i nformation, Dr
Mahat hir sai d Mal aysians were using it to spread lies.

"I thought the people would use the Net to express their ideas but now
it seens that it is being used to spread lies."

Dr Mahathir expressed regret that Ml aysians had the natural tendency to
m suse facilities provided to them

The Prime Mnister said he only cane to know about Sanusi's purported
intention to resign fromnews on television.

"I have no know edge at all about the matter. Perhaps, Internet (users)
are cleverer than us, that's why they can nmake fal se predictions about
Sabah (el ection).”

Sanusi yesterday dism ssed runmours about hi mresigning as Kedah Menteri
Besar, labelling themas "Internet lies".

On whether the rumours coul d have origi nated foll owi ng the appoi nt nent
of former Menteri Besar Tan Sri OGsman Aroff as his personal representative
i n Kubang Pasu, Dr Mahat hir said:

"No, that only involved ny constituency ... actually, | have no persona
representative. In view of the general election and (since) | am busy, |
need an experi enced person as ny personal representative.

"Osman is in nmy constituency and | can |eave matters to himbut he feels
a bit constrai ned because he is not ny personal representative although he
is my deputy in the division (Kubang Pasu) ... he faces difficulties
handling matters related to ne."

Dr Mahathir said he did not have to do this earlier as Osnman was stil
the Menteri Besar then.

On talk that Gsman was given the position as he was reportedly begi nning
to "lean" towards the Qpposition, the Prime Mnister |aughingly said:
"OGsman Aroff is what we terma die-hard Umo nenber. Even if he is boiled
(rebus) three tines over, he will still cone out of it an Umo nenber."

I n Kangar, Shahi dan chal | enged t hose spreading the runours to cone
forward and provi de evidence of their allegations.

"These lies are not worth our comrent," he said when asked by reporters
on whet her he would resign

Shahi dan was anpong the few Umo | eaders who were runoured on the Net to
have secretly tendered their resignations, a nove allegedly made by the
Bari san Nasi onal to weed out unpopul ar | eaders in anticipation of the
com ng general el ection.
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