22 APR 1999
Mahat hi r - Anwar
PM SAYS NO DEAL OFFERED TO ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, April 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today said he had never told Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mthat
he (Anwar) woul d not be prosecuted if he agreed to w t hdraw.

"It is pure fabrication. | have never said that if he withdrew, then
there woul d be no charges,” he said when comrenti ng on whet her Anwar woul d
face ot her charges after being sentenced to six years jail |ast week on

four corruption charges of m suse of power.

Dr Mahathir said he told Anwar that it would be better if he (Anwar)
wi t hdrew as usual |y done as previously, there had been mnisters and chi ef
m ni sters who were charged in court after their services were term nated.

"I nstead, he said he would not withdraw but would fight back when |
said to himthat he should withdraw," he told reporters after tabling a
nmotion on the Seventh Malaysia Plan's mid-termreviewin the Dewan Rakyat.

Anwar was sacked fromthe governnment on Sept 2, 1998 and expelled from
Umo a day | ater.

Dr Mahathir said it was up to Attorney CGeneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah
to deci de whet her Anwar shoul d stand trial on other charges as he (Dr
Mahat hir) did not have a say on the matter.

"It is not within ny prerogative," he said.

The Prime Mnister said Anwar had nentioned in his mtigation | ast week
that he (Dr Mahathir) had said that if he (Anwar) w thdrew, no charges
woul d be brought against him

"This is the problemwith Datuk Seri Anwar. He thinks he could
interfere in the process of law, that was why he intervened in the case
concerning the letter...and, he thought that I too would intervene," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir said charges agai nst Anwar arose fromthe police report
| odged by the fornmer deputy prinme mnister hinself.

"When the police found sonething, they had to press charges. | do not
have the power to stop it...l had never pronised that if he w thdrew, I
woul d not charge him" he said.

Dr Mahathir said the process of |aw nust be inplenmented w thout taking
into consideration one's position, even if it involved a Cabinet m nister.

"W all talk about all being equal in the eyes of the | aw but when it
is applied against one's ownself or a friend, we take the viewthat the | aw
is flawed," he said.

"When the law is applied against a Cabinet mnister, | have never
said...oh, this is a Cabinet mnister, he cannot be charged."

Dr Mahathir cited the case of forner Melaka state executive councillor
Dat uk Sahar Arpan who was convicted of corruption.

"Going by Datuk Seri Anwar's reasoning, | could stop it...do not charge
him he is nmy man, an Umo man. But, we did not interfere because it was a
matter for the Attorney General and the police. They carry out their
duti es.

"If | were to intervene, | think the lawin Ml aysia would see a
di stinction between supporters of the governing party and the opposition.
We detain people fromthe opposition but not our people, this is not
right," he added.
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