29/ 08/ 1999

PMtal ks to UTM students about their responsibilities

SKUDAI, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who received a warm wel come
at Universiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia today, told the students that they could
devel op the country if they understood their responsibilities.

Speaking to a capacity crowd at Dewan Sultan |Iskandar, the Prine
M ni ster said students of higher |earning institutions were part of the
human resources inmportant for a country.

Therefore, he said, it was very inportant for themto gain know edge,
qual i fications, adopt positive thinking and realise the need to conpete in
the i nternational community.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived in Johor Baru for an overnight visit, also
rem nded them of the substantial anpbunt set aside by the Government for
educat i on.

He was given a | oud appl ause by the | ecturers, students and staff as he
arrived for the launch of the "Di scovery University" thene.

The reception reflected the rousing wel come accorded to himduring his
visit to Institut Teknol ogi Mara (now upgraded to university status) in
Sel angor on Thur sday.

As at |TM UTM students today |lined up outside the hall to greet the
Prime Mnister.

Despite his tight schedule, Dr Mahathir spent al nbst three hours with
t he acadenic staff and students.

He al so opened the marine technol ogy | aboratory, presented excell ence
awards to three | ecturers who had received international recognition and
joined themfor |unch.

He said producing a scientific and progressive society was one of the
obj ectives of the country's vision to become a devel oped nation "in our
own way Wit hout being influenced by the ways adopted by ot her countri es,
particularly fromthe West."

He said the progress the Governnent hoped for was one "which is
compl ete” not only physically, but also fromthe aspects of norality and
et hi cs.

He said a society in a devel oped country should have skills and
scientific expertise, not only to nodify but also i nvent and upgrade
t echnol ogy.

Therefore, he said, UM s enphasis on "di scovery" was a positive nove.

The Prime Mnister said he was glad to |learn that since its inception in
1972, UTM had produced 45,000 graduates in science and technol ogy,
particul arly engi neeri ng.

He congratul ated the lecturers for their relentless efforts to produce
this "scientific society."

( END)
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