14/ 05/ 1999

PM t hanks voters for giving mandate to BN

KOTA Kl NABALU, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today t hanked Sabah
voters for giving the Barisan Nasional a convincing nandate in the March
12-13 State el ection, saying they had re-elected a strong and efficient
Gover nnent .

"I congratul ate the people of Sabah for electing a party that is part of
the Federal Governnent," the Prime Mnister and BN chai rman sai d toni ght.
"It is easy for the Federal Government to work with a State governed by
the same party."

Dr Mahathir arrived earlier here today for his first visit to Sabah
after the election in which he had canpai gned intensively. He was in Sabah
four times during the State el ection.

Addressing a | arge neet-the-peopl e session at the Likas Stadium the
Prime Mnister said the big win of 31 seats for BN against 17 for the
Opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah was crucial in bringing greater progress to
the State.

"BN was able to formthe State Governnment wi thout help fromothers ...
this will be a strong and efficient Governnent," he said.

He said the Federal Government was aware that the people yearned for
nmor e devel opnent. All areas, he added, woul d be devel oped in stages.

At the gathering tonight, each of the 20 Ummo divisions in Sabah
di spl ayed banners procl ai ni ng support for the party | eadership.
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