25/ 09/ 1999

PMto address UN assenbly

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad | eaves tonight to attend the
54t h Session of the United Nations General Assenbly and will be in New
Yor k Sept enber 26-29.

The Prime Mnister will be acconpani ed by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Syed Ham d Al bar, Menbers of Parlianment, and senior officials fromthe
Foreign Mnistry and the Prine Mnister's Ofice, Wsma Putra said in a
st at ement yest er day.

Dr Mahathir |ast attended a UN General Assenbly in 1996 when Tan Sri
Razali |smail, then Permanent Respresentative of Malaysia to the UN, was
appoi nted president of the 51st Session.

The current 54th UN General Assenbly Session was officially opened on
Sept ember 14 and its Regular Session will adjourn latest by the third week
of Decenber 1999.

It will be attended by heads of state and government as well as foreign
m ni sters of the 188 nmenmber states.

Bei ng one of six principal organs of the UN, the UN General Assenbly

del i berates on disarmanment and i nternational security; econom c and
financial; social, humanitarian and cultural; special political and
decol oni sati on; UN administrative and budgetary; and | egal issues.

The highlight of the Prime Mnister's progranme will be his address at
the Plenary Session of the UN General Assenbly on Septenber 29

He will al so make courtesy calls on the president of the 54th UN Genera
Assenbly Session and the UN secretary general.

In addition, he will address the Asia Society corporate dinner, the

i naugur al session of the Ml aysi a-US Busi ness Council and the US Counci
on Foreign Rel ations.

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to neet |eaders of the US tourismindustry
and the Mal aysi an comunity in New YorKk.

Ber nama- Kyodo reports: Foreign mnisters fromJapan and Sout h- East Asi an
nati ons agreed on Thursday to encourage the international community to
hel p I ndonesi a mai ntain econom ¢ and political stability and to avoid

I'i nki ng such assistance to political upheavals in East Tinor, a Japanese
of ficial said in New York.

The agreenent cane during a meeting over breakfast between Japanese
Forei gn M ni ster Masahi ko Konura and his counterparts from Asean held on
the sidelines of the UN General Assenbly session, the official told
reporters.

Komura pl edged financial assistance to Asean nations and ot her

devel opi ng nations planning to send troops to a UN-approved mul ti nationa
force in charge of restoring peace and order in violence-hit East Tinor,
the of ficial said.

Japan has said it will make "substantial" contributions to a UN trust
fund to help nations which are willing to join the UN force but have
economc difficulties to pay for the mission.

The official said Konura told his counterparts that Japanese Prine

M ni ster Kei zo Cbuchi intends to attend a summit of Asean plus China,
Japan and South Korea to be held on Novenber 28 in Mnil a.

Konmura noted that Cbuchi intends to announce a new initiative during the
summt to beef up Japan's commtnents in hel ping other nations in Asia
tackl e economic and social challenges in the 21st century, the official
sai d.



The initiative will be based on reconmendati ons nade by a ni ssion of
Japanese busi ness and acadenic | eaders who travel ed recently on a fact-
finding mission to Asia, the official said.
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