27/ 10/ 1999
PMto appear as witness if required by court

Lokman Mansor
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad says he will appear as a
witness in Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims sodony case if required to do so by
the court.
Speaking to reporters after opening the first Africa-Asia Busi ness Forum
i n Kual a Lunmpur yesterday, he said so far he has not received a subpoena
to appear in court.
When told by one reporter that the defence | awyers woul d rat her
i nterview himrather than have hi mappear in court, Dr Mahathir replied:
"The last tinme (Anwar's corruption case) they al so wanted nme to appear
as a defence witness, | consented. They wote to ne and | asked t hem what
questions they want to ask. They asked ne the questions and | told theml
will answer these questions in the court, and then they decided not to
call ne.
"So now | am aski ng themtoo, what questions they want to ask ne. Even
if they want to interviewnme | want to know what are the questions,
whet her they are rel evant to sodony or not," he said.
Dr Mahathir said if the questions are relevant to arsenic or conspiracy,
these are not part of the ongoing trial. "If | can give evidence to show
t hat sodomy has taken place and Datuk Seri Anwar is involved then | will
appear in court. But on other questions that are not relevant to the case
tried in court, | don't think they have a right to summon nme to give
evi dence on things |Iike conspiracy and arseni ¢ poisoning," he said.
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