21/ 03/ 1999

PMto consult Cabinet on call to repeal |ISA

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Prine M nister has given an assurance that he
will raise in the Cabinet a Bar Council's call to repeal the Interna
Security Act.

New y- el ected Bar Council president R R Chelvarajah said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad had told them at a nmeeting on Thursday, that any
deci sion woul d have to be a collective one.

The neeting between the Bar Council and Prime Mnister was the first in
15 years. The council del egation was |ed by then president Datuk Dr Cyrus
Das.

Chel varaj ah said the council handed over a nenorandumcalling for the
repeal of the | SA and other preventive detention |laws to the Prinme
M ni ster, and briefed himthat many Commonweal th countries, |ike South
Africa, had al ready repeal ed such | aws.

"He seened synpathetic," he told reporters after the Ml aysi an Bar
annual general neeting today.

The council also raised its concerns about the Attorney-General's
deci sion to enforce the provisions of the Legal Profession Act which would
enable himto allow foreign | awers to practise in Ml aysia.

The provisions, enacted 21 years ago, were enforced on Feb 1

He said Prime Mnister was al so briefed on the need for the council to
be consulted in judicial appointnments, at |east on an informal basis.

Asked how Dr Mahat hir responded, he said the Prine Mnister said it was
difficult to find the right people and took note of the council's
suggesti on.

Chel varaj ah said the council also presented a nenorandum on t he cases of
peopl e shot dead by the police and suggested that inquiries be held to
restore the confidence of the public.

"He took note of this and agreed to look into it."

He said the delegation also raised the need for the council to be
supplied with Bills before they were tabled in Parlianent in order for
| awyers to provi de feedback

"W are very encouraged by the neeting. W had the distinct feeling that
this was the right approach and a neani ngful, on-going thing can be
establ i shed. "

He said the Prime Mnister also accepted an invitation to present the
openi ng address at the Commonweal th Law Conference to be held from Sept 13
to 16.
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