12/ 09/ 1999

PMto | aunch Worl d Mbuntain race

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - A customary ritual called Momul angah will be
perfornmed by 20 bobolian or native priests before the start of the 15th
Worl d Mountai n Running Trophy on Sept 18.

The word Momul angah is a Dusun termwhich neans to free a | ocation or
pl ace of bad spirits which m ght cause di sturbance and bring m sadventures
to the living.

This ritual will be perfornmed after Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad | aunched the event at the Kinabalu Park in Kundasang,
about 85 kilonetres from here.

Dr Mahathir will give a speech and then strike the gong thrice to nmark
the official launch of the event.

Some 500 participants and officials fromall over the world woul d be
present at the launch. The actual race will be held on Sept 19.

According to an official of the organising commttee, there would al so
be a hang-gliding feat |aunched froman altitude 3,750 netres near the
mount ai n' s Sout h Peak at 7am

The race is divided into four categories - nmen's and wonen's open, and
men' s and wonen's junior.

The nen's open will cover 12.5km nen's junior and wonen's open over
7.8km and the wonen's junior 4.1km
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