27/ 11/ 1999

PMto | aunch association uniting aerospace industry at exhibition

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - An association bringing together the country's
aerospace i ndustry players to avoid an overlap in their operations and
activities will be |l aunched next nonth.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad is expected to | aunch the
Mal aysi an Aerospace I ndustries Association during the Langkaw
International Maritinme and Aerospace exhibition on Dec 2.

To be headed by Airod Sdn Bhd president, Tan Sri Ahmad Johan, the
associ ation has so far attracted the country's 20 naj or aerospace pl ayers,
with nore expected to join soon

Anong the mmj or conpanies in the association are Airod, SME Avi ati on Sdn
Bhd, Aerospace |Industries Ml aysia Sdn Bhd, Conposite Technol ogi es
Research Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd and Aerospace Technol ogy Systens Corporations
Sdn Bhd.

The association's vice-president, Lt Jen (Rtd) Datuk Seri Mhd Yunus
Tasi, said today the association was trying to attract nore conpanies into
j oi ning the body.

However, he said, this was difficult as not many were aware of the
association and its benefits.

"For starters, it will be easier to deal with the Governnment or any
foreign conpany if we operate as a body. This will put us on a stronger
footing.

"Additionally, the association will also serve as a platformfor the
exchange of ideas and networking with foreign aerospace pl ayers,” Mhd
Yunus told reporters when witnessing a flight denonstration of the M-8
hel i copter at SME Avi ation's premn ses yesterday.

Mohd Yunus said the association would al so conpl ement the Governnent's
aspirations to turn the country into an aerospace hub by the year 2015
t hrough the Nati onal Aerospace Bl ueprint.

"As the Governnent has its target, the association can serve as a gui de
to ensure that all aerospace conpanies in Ml aysia head towards a single
direction,” he added.

On Mal aysia's potential move into aircraft manufacturing, Mohd Yunus,
who i s Aerospace I ndustries Mal aysia president, said initial enphasis
shoul d be the manufacture of aircraft conponents.
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