04/ 05/ 1999
PMto name Anwar crony "when the tinme cones

Lokman Mansor
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said when the right tine
comes, he will reveal the identity of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s crony who
has RM30 million in cash.
In the neantime, the Government is studying whether any action can be
t aken against the individual, Dr Mahathir said at a press conference after
chairing an Umo Suprenme Council neeting in Kuala Lunpur |ast night.
"I told the Suprene Council about the case but | did not give the nane.
| have declarations (of assets) given to ne as Prine Mnister," said Dr
Mahat hir, who is al so Umo president.
Asset declaration fornms are normally filed by governnment enpl oyees,
el ected representatives, state executive councillors, nmenteris besar and
Cabi net mi ni sters.
Dr Mahathir first spoke of having proof that properties and huge
contracts were secured by cronies of forner deputy prinme mnister Anwar
during his visit to Kedah over the weekend.
Asked if there are cases involving other individuals, the Prine Mnister
said there are those who were appointed directors and chai rnmen of
conmpani es because they were close to Anwar.
"Conpani es that had Anwar's cronies anong their directors did not face
many probl ens. Many conpani es had to appoint Anwar's cronies as directors
and chairnen so that they would not face many problens,” Dr Mahathir said
He added that it is al so possible the noney owned by these cronies m ght
have been used to finance the recent street denonstrations.
Asked about former Sel angor nenteri besar Tan Sri Miuhanmad Muhammad
Taib's position as Umo vice president, Dr Mahat hir said no decision was
made at last night's Supreme Council neeting.
Muhamrad t ook | eave fromhis Umo post followi ng charges of failing to
declare RM2. 4 million cash during a trip to Australia. The Bri sbane
District Court acquitted himof the charges |ast year.
He was al so acquitted by the Hi gh Court in Decenber |ast year on charges
of failing to declare his assets and that of his famly.
Dr Mahathir said the Suprenme Council is concerned that sone individuals
are msinterpreting the teachings of Islamfor political mleage, in
particular by justifying the use of profanity in the book "SH T* by
Shahnon Ahned.
"Umo does not plan to ask the Governnment to ban the book because it is
a book that shows how low they will go because of hate and to incite
hatred towards certain people, especially the Prine Mnister," he added.
Dr Mahathir said the Supreme Council has expelled 27 party menbers, one
for contesting in the recent Sabah el ection as an i ndependent candi dat e,
and 26 for joining opposition parties.
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