07/ 01/ 1999
PMto study call for independent inquiry

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Jumaat on Azmi

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
toni ght the Government woul d consi der suggestions by several quarters for
the setting up an independent inquiry to investigate the alleged police
assault on Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

He said if this was what everyone wanted, he would consider it.

"I will have to study it. |I have not thought about it," he told
reporters after breaking fast with 381 orphans fromthe Federal Territory
Musl i m Or phans' Welfare Associ ati on.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Hone Mnister, said the police investigation
was not concl usive probably because a | ower ranking officer, who carried
out the investigation, was not in a position to record statenments from
hi gher-ranki ng of ficers.

He was asked to comment on statenments by various political parties and
non- gover nrent al organi sati ons urgi ng the Governnent to set up an
i ndependent inquiry to ensure that a thorough and fair investigation was
carried out to punish those responsible for the crine.

Attorney-Ceneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah said yesterday that police
of ficers had caused sone of the injuries suffered by Anwar while he was in
t heir custody.

He ordered the Special Investigation Team headed by Assi stant
Commi ssioner Mat Zain lbrahim to interview nine senior officers,

i ncluding the I nspector-CGeneral of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor and his
deputy Tan Sri Norian Mai

Moht ar al so instructed the special teamto record statenents fromthe
doctors whose reports contai ned sone i nconsi stencies on several inportant
aspects.

Dr Mahathir said although the police had been generally blamed for the
injuries on Anwar, the whole police force should not be held responsible.

"W have to know everything in detail," he said.
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