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PMto table Wite Paper on econonic situation

Noor Adzman Bahar uddin

KEPALA BATAS, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will
table a Wiite Paper on the nation's econom c situation in the Dewan Rakyat
meeting starti ng Monday.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said today the
Prime Mnister would al so table the Seventh Mal aysia Plan's md-term
revi ew.

The Wi te Paper woul d, anong ot her things, highlight the nunmerous socio-
econom ¢ achi evenents despite the econom c sl owdown over the past two
years.

"The peopl e can better understand the problens affecting the country and
the efforts made to overcone t hem

"W have made good achi evenents. This is because of the enornous support
fromthe people to all efforts taken by the Governnment to sustain growth
despite the problens," he said when opening the Bertam Umo branch
del egat es' conference.

Abdul | ah, who is MP for Kepala Batas, is also Bertam Umo branch
chai r man.

Conmrendi ng Mal aysians for strongly contributing towards the success of
the five-year econonic plan, which ends next year, he said: "Take, for
i nstance, the past two years. Ml aysi ans have given their fullest co-
operation to the Governnent to resol ve the econonic crisis.

"I'n addition, they have co-operated in ensuring political stability and
this is essential if economic programmes are to be carried out
effectively."

He said Mal aysia's econonic recovery efforts, once condemed by many,

i ncludi ng foreign econonists, were now accepted even by critics.

"One of themwas US President Bill Cinton. Recently, we heard him
sharing simlar concerns on several global economnm c issues which had
earlier been raised by Dr Mahathir."

On the unenpl oynent rate, which stands at about four per cent, Abdull ah
said it could be due to "too many Ml aysi ans bei ng choosy about j obs
avai |l abl e".

"There are about a mllion foreign workers here,"” he said.

"The huge foreign workforce suggests there are a | ot of work out there,
but our people are too choosy."
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