13/ 03/ 1999
PM unveil s awards schene for contributors to MSC

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad yesterday | aunched the Asi a-
Paci fic MSC I nformati on Technol ogy and Tel ecomuni cati ons Awar ds

(APM TTA), a recognition to be given to those who have contri buted towards
t he devel opnent of the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MC).

APM TTA is a col | aborati on between Australi a-based Asia Pacific

I nf ormati on Technol ogy and Tel econmuni cati ons Corp and Asia Pacific

I nformati on Technol ogy Awards (API TA) of Ml aysi a.

At the function, Dr Mahathir unveiled APM TTA's |l ogo to mark the | aunch

of the awards programre and |later |aunched its website. Earlier, the Prine
M ni ster attended an MSC | npl enentation Council neeting at Cybervi ew Lodge
in Cyberjaya, an information technology (IT) city about 50km from Kual a
Lunpur.

Meanwhi | e, Multinmedi a Devel opment Corp (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sr

Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah said APM TTA gi ves recognition to outstandi ng

achi evenent of individuals, students and entrepreneurs, snall-and nmedi um
scal e enterprises and corporations which have contributed to the

devel oprment of the MSC

The contribution, he said, can either be in the formof the devel opnent

of applications, solutions and content in relation to the MSC fl agship
application projects or those that can benefit the nation.

He said the APM TTA programre is also ained at providing a platformfor

t he enhancenent and pronoti on of networking, technol ogy transfer,

i nnovation and training in the informati on technol ogy and

tel ecommuni cati ons-rel ated i ndustri es.

O hrman said the awards progranme is al so designed to encourage

i nvol vement across a spectrumof industries that are supported by

i nformation technol ogy and tel econmuni cati ons.

These, he said, include animation, content devel opnent, software

devel opnent, production advertising and entertai nment, el ectronic comerce
and br oadcasti ng.

O hrman al so said that APM TTA provi des a uni que opportunity for

i ndi vi dual s and conpani es involved in the awards to wi n consi derabl e
exposure through ongoing official functions, pronotions and publicity.
These activities will allow the awards and partici pati ng organi sati ons

to provide opportunities for export of Ml aysian information technol ogy
and t el econmuni cati ons products internationally, increased comunity

awar eness of the IT and tel econuni cations industry and provi de recognition
for I'T and tel ecormuni cation achi evers.

The first APM TTA cerenony is scheduled to be held in October with Dr
Mahat hir as the patron. The awards will be held annually and will be
directly linked to the international Asia Pacific I T and

Tel ecommuni cati ons awards which will be staged at different destinations
each year. Malaysia will host the international awards next year.

O hman said the APMTTA initiative is part of an on-going effort to
pronote the devel opnent of technopreneurship and which is envisaged to
eventually lead to the enlargenent of the pool of technopreneurs and IT
and nultinedia small- and medi um scal e enteprises (SMES) in the country,

t hus supporting the devel opnent of the MSC.

He said the MDC has recogni sed that technopreneurs and I T as well as
mul ti media SMEs are key ingredients for the success of the MSC, a 15km by
50km zone desi gnated for the devel opnent of the IT and nulti medi a



i ndustry.
In this regard, he added, the MDC has identified six elenents required

for the creation of Malaysian I T and nmul ti media SMEs and technopreneurs -
venture capital and financing; incubator programes; human resource
devel opnent and training; cell of incentives; research and devel opnment
support; and market access.
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